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What Would Jesus Do? 


Important Facts to Consider for Sword Building Fund. If 
Jesus Had Your Opportunity to Help, What Would He Do? 


By Rev. Walter Handford, Vice-Pres. 
Sword of the Lord Foundation 


One of the greatest Christian novels of all times is 
In His Steps, by Charles M. Sheldon. It has already been sold 
in .over thirty million copies. 
“What would Jesus do if He were in my place?’ following 
the Scripture in I Peter 2:21, 
called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an 
example, that we should follow his steps.” The book tells the 
thrilling story of several members of a church who solemnly 
agreed together to live every day with the question. “What 
would Jesus do?” before them. 


they settled on this basis. 


The theme of the book is: 


“For even hereunto were ye 


Every question that came up, 


Will you make a solemn coven- 
ant with me? Will you read the 
rest of this article and make your 
decision on the basis of “What 


would Jesus do’? If Jesus had 
your opportunity to help in a great 
soul-winning project, would. He 
have a part? Would Jesus have 
a larger part than you have had 
thus far? 

I believe it would be a wonder- 


~—_ 


|used in the very best possible way. 


Jand offerings this week? 


+}. Surely the Lord Jesus would 
| decide where His tithes and offer- 
tings should go on the basis of 


Jesus who said, 


Rev. Walter Handford 


ful thing if we could set out to 
face our problems on the basis 
of doing exactly what Jesus would 
do, were He in our place. I feel 
that it is especially important for 
us to do that when we come to 
face matters of getting out the 
Gospel and expanding soul-winning 
work. All of us have some tithes 
and offerings of which we are 
stewards. God has entrusted to our 
keeping some of His money to be 


I wonder what Jesus would do 
if He were the One who had the 
opportunity to give your tithes 


‘where they would accomplish the 
most in a soul-winning work. You 
will remember it was Jesus who 
said, “The Son of man is come 
to seek and to save that which 
was lost” (Luke 19:10). It was 
“IT am not come 
to call the righteous, but sinners 
to repentance” (Matt. 9:13). It 
was Jesus who gave the illustra- 
tion of the lost coin and followed 
it with the very pointed passage, 
‘_.. likewise joy shall be in heaven 
over one sinner that repenteth, 
more than over ninety and nine 


By Rev. W. A. Criswell, Ph.D., D.D. 
Pastor, First Baptist Church, Dallas, Texas 


HEARTFELT RELIGION 


Luke 24:32. 


pleased, God or no God. 


But something happened to 
America back there in the latter 
part of the 1700’s and throughout 
the years of the 1800's. It was 
the marvelous something that we 
call “The Great. Awakening” and 
“The Great Revival.” Men in mul- 
titudes began to call upon the 
name of the Lord. Churches 
sprang up everywhere. Revivals 
were held in every settlement, 
village and hamlet in the country. 
America was turned to God. 


Who did this work of. grace? 
Who. carried forward this _in- 
cessant evangelization of the peo- 
ple? It was the pioneer preacher 
with the flaming heart who went 
forth in obedience to the call of 
God to declare the whole counsel 
of the Almighty. As the population 
extended westward beyond the 
Alleghenies, these men of God, 
without organization or visible 
means of support, pushed boldly 
into the regions beyond. 


I. The Pioneer Preacher 


One of our church historians 
has recorded for us the untiring 
efforts and sacrifical devotion of 
these pioneer preachers. Their 
hardships were such as we of the 
present day can hardly imagine. 


(Continued on page 4) 


They went forth into the wilder- 


As preached to Japanese in revival services all ever Japan 


1, 2-Chome, Kitazawa 
Setagaya Ku, Tokyo, Japan 


— 


“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only be- 
gotten son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life’’—John 3:16. 


I want to talk to you about 
something that is more important 
than tomorrow morning’s break- 
fast or work or tonight’s sleep. 
I don’t want you to listen to my 
poor speech but to the Spirit of 
God whispering to your heart, 

Japan today is a free, inde- 
pendent, sovereign nation. On April 
28, 1952, she signed a. peace 
treaty with 41 other nations with 
whom she fought in the second 
world war. That peace treaty was 
written on paper by soon-to-die 


men with perishable ink. Maybe 
it would be good for five years, 
for ten years, or for one hundred 
years. The 87 million people didn’t 
all go to the San Francisco peace 
conference to sign it. You sent 
one man, Premier Yoshida, to sign 
that treaty in your place. He rep- 
resented everyone of you. That 
treaty was between country and 
country, not between man and 
man. | 


I hold in my hand a six-thou- 


1“I never heard of that. I never 


“Did not our heart burn within us, while he talked with ee 
us by the way, and while he opened to us the scriptures ?”— |= 


America was a rough and rugged country when.our fore-|* 
fathers began to carve the early colonies out of the wilderness. | # 
But the people who did the carving were rougher than the 
topography of the land. And they were as bold and fierce in 
their sins as they were in their wars with the Indians and 
their battles against primitive hardships. A frontier civiliza-|# 
tion, whether hewing down a forest along the Atlantic or dig-|§ 
ging for gold along the Pacific, might be expected to be free 
from the restraint not only of men but also of God. And the 
early settlers were rugged individualists who did as they 


was not written by man. .It is not 
good for one hundred years; it is 
good for eternity. It is not be- 
tween countries; it is between 
Almighty God and man. You say, 


read that in the newspaper.” This 


peace treaty is found in Romans 
5:1—“Therefore being justified by 
faith, we have peace with God 
through [the blood of] our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” That peace treaty 
was signed with blood; not on 
paper, but on a cross. It is be- 
tween Almighty God and you. The 


middie man, the representative, 
was Jesus Christ, God’s Son. . 


sand-year-old peace treaty. This 


ness not knowing where they would 
find a night’s lodging or their next 
meal, willing to suffer untold pri- 
vations if only they might point 
some to the Lamb of God. They 
traveled from settlement to settle- 
ment on horseback or afoot, with 
no road save an Indian trail or 
blazed trees, fording streams over 
which no bridges had been built. 
They were exposed to storms, pros- 
strated by fevers, wasted by ma- 
laria, but possessed of indomitable 
skill. 

Like Paul, they passed through 
many perils—perils by the way, 
perils from savage beasts, perils 
from savage Indians, perils from 
godless and degraded men. If they 
did not wander “in sheepskins and 
goatskins” like ancient heroes of 


Dr. W. A. Criswell 


homespuns took the place of sacks 
cloth. Many died prematurely of 
privation and disease. 


Their preaching services were 
held wherever men would listen to 
the gospel message. The houses 
of worship were the rude cabins of 
the people or more generally God’s 
great out-of-doors, the woods and 
the prairies. Their libraries con« 
sisted of a Bible and a hymnbook, 
They did not read polished essays 
from a manuscript. The preaching 
was straight from the heart, not 


faith, they wore deerskins; and 


(Continued on page 5) 


God Promised to Answer 


By Dr. Charles A. Blanchard, 
Second President of Wheaton College 


I wish if it is true that prayer 
always is answered, that all of us 
might come to believe that and to 
rest upon it With an absolutely 
unshaking faith. 


At the same time I wish we 
all might remember that the times 
and the seasons are in the hands 
of God and that we shall not do 
wisely if we undertake to direct 
Him as to how or where or when 
to do. The imperfections of such 
a mental attitude, I am sure, will 
deeply impress any one who 
thinks about it a little while. 


I. God Has Agreed to Answer 


But to return to any subject. 
Why does God answer prayer? I 
imagine that the first reason is, 
that He may keep His word. The 
simple fact respecting prayer is 


Now, you have many questions; | ae 


(Continued on page 7) 


— 
—-~ 


that God has agreed to answer it, 
“Ask, and it shall be given you; 
seek, and ye shall find; knock, and 
it shall be opened unto you” (Luke 
11:9). “Whatsoever ye shall ask 
in my name, that will I do” (John 
14:13). “Whatsoever ye shall ask 
of the Father in my name, he may 
give it you” (John 15:16). Now, 
what self-respecting person speak- 
ing thus to another and having 
abundant resources, would fail to 
do the thing that he had proms 
ised? It is very simple—no self« 
respecting person would so fail, 
Sometimes we humans do fail ta 
keep our promises, not because 
we are careless respecting them, 
but because we are unable to 
make them good. If God should 
grow wearied, or His eyes should 
become dim, or in any way His 
abilities should fail, then His 
promises might fail, but that His 
promises should fail while His wis- 


dom and _ strength remain, is 
simply impossible. 
What, then, is’ the attitude 


which a person occupies respecting 
our Heavenly Father when he 
talks about unanswered prayer? 
If this expression means anything 
substantial, it means that actual 
prayer is offered. By actual 
prayer I mean prayer that meets 
the conditions on which God has 
agreed to answer. Nothing else is 
prayer. No one has a right to call 
anything else prayer. This expres-< 
sion, then, means that prayer, 
actual prayer, is offered and that 
God breaks His word. If these 


people would put in some time 
“4 | limitation, if they would say, “for 


a time,” or use some equivalent 
expression, it would be better, but 


| (Continued on page 5) 
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CHAPTER X 


tow To Deal With Backsliders 


One of the largest classes found in the inquiry room, and 


again until the thought. rings in 
the heart of the man. 


Il. Backshiders Who Are Sick 
- of Their Wandering and. Sin, 
and Desire to Come Back 

to the Lord 


These are a very different class 
from those just mentioned, though 
of course they are related. They 
are perhaps as easy a class to deal 
with as we ever find. There are 
many who once had a knowledge 
of the Lord who have wandered 
tinto sin, and who are now sick 
and tired of sin, and are longing 
to come back, but think that there 
‘is no acceptance for them. Point 
them to Jeremiah 3:12, 13, 22: 


“Go and proclaim these words 
toward the north, and say, Return, 


A number of years ago, a man 
brought his boy to Bob Jones 
University, which was Bob Jones 
College at that time, and said he 
wanted to put the boy in our 
academy. The father told me how 
he had heard me preach years 
before and had been blessed by 


Friday, July 16, 1954 


writing are sent with all humility 
and thankfulness to God for His 
blessings upon our work in this 
area. In the Alabama State Con; 
vention year just closed a few 
months ago, we led some 2,600 
churches in the state in professiong 
of faith, A year ago we were 


4n all personal work in our day, are those who are, or call} coeds ond ? tan Terdet Sauth thé\my ministry and said ere ee seeasean ta uae or 
themselves backsliders. They are not all alike by any means, | jger to fall upon you: for I am ia aaa ae ceva one as Bam. lag cog Bie aR REE Lag" t Traini 
and they ought not all to have the same treatment. There], ek the Lord academy. This boy €ntcres age ee tat Athans bead tis ence 


are two classes of backsliders: 


{, Careless Backsliders, Those 


Who Have no Great Desire 
to Come Back to the 
Saviour 


1. There is perhaps no better 
with such than 


passage to use 

Jeremiah 2:5: 
“Thus 

iguity hav 


me, that they are gone far from} 


ister, 


saith the Lord, What in- 
e your fathers found in 


but Rold them right to the 


merciful, saith the Lord, and I wiil 
not keep anger forever. Only ac- 


not im thee, saith 


6f hests.” 
When they 


have read. it, 


misfortunes and _ troubles 


perienced . worker knows, 


twice.” 


the Lord God 


ask 
them if they have not found it an 
“evil thing and bitter” that they 
have forsaken the Lord their God. 
It is well sometimes to go over the 
that 
have come since they forsook the 
Lord, for it is a fact as every ex- 
that 


knowledge thine wtmiquity,: that 
thou hast transgressed against the 
Lord thy God, and hast scattered 
thy ways to the strangers under 
every green tree, and ye have not 
obeyed my voice, saith the Lord. 

“Return, ye backsliding children, 
and I will heal your backslidings. 
Behold, we come unto thee; for 
thou art the Lord our God.” 

This will show them how ready 


and receive us graciously: so will 
we render the calves of our lips. 


school and just in a short time 
was converted and called _ to 
preach. After he finished high 
school, he entered college and four 
years later finished college. He 
made a fine record. He married 
one of the finest Christian girls 
who ever attended the _ school. 
After finishing school he went out 
on his own under God and went 
down to Mobile, Alabama, and 
bought some time on a radio sta- 
tion and put on a Gospel program. 


Here is what Dr. Barker wrote: 


Union in Alabama and the sixth 
largest Sunday School even though 
our church is less than thirteen 
years of age. By the way, we now 
have a $150,000 educational unit 
under construction. For some five 
years we have had, as far as we 
know, the largest Vacation Bible 
School in the Southern Baptist 
Convention. We’re having Vaca- 
tion Bible School now with an 
average attendance of 1055 for the 
first week. I say all that to say 


b the Lord is to receive them back,|q;he poy I am referring to is Dr.|this—the success the Lord has 
f me, and have walked after vanity,} when a man ise has sar ss by and that all He asks of them is| pop, Barker, pastor of the First | given to this pastor in leading this 
an& are Become vain? [Enawledge eo nrent p we ‘SHCES, that they acknowledge their sin, Baptist Church of Chickasaw,|church has come because of the 
t Prive God's question contained nag aig oie “ape SBislete or and return to Him. Alabama, a suburb of Mobile, Dr.|influence and training I received 
» in the text right home to their mnely tO overta al — pagan Hosea 14:1-4 is full of tender in-| payrer is on the Executive Com-|at the Bob Jones University. I 
uy hearts, “What iniquity have you ager the first ha Pre the NRE vitation to penitent backsliders, mittee of the Board of Trustees Shall never cease to thank God 
{ found in the Lord?” Dwell upon}* **° ° RPod aE oe ees and also shows the way back to] o¢ our school. When he was here|for you, Dr. Bob, Jr. and others 
‘ God's wonderful love to them, andf “Zhe bac kslide rom heart. shall | God. at our Commencement a few| who have been such an inspiration 
show them the base ingratitude} %e f led with his own ways, “O Israel, return unto the Lord! weeks ago, I told him that I knew] and blessing to me. 

; and folly of forsaking such a Sav- Fy ge age gee agus bec thy God; for thou hast fallen by| how God has so greatly used him: “On July 4 we will be celebrat- 
\ iour and ao Very likely they Lt atom: : > fn rie 7s pee thine iniquity. Take with you!and I asked him to write and ing our sixteenth arihiversary on 
4 1¢ unk reatment of some pr - Pa r ‘S-lunto him, Take away all iniquity,| outstanding results he has had. fi ) , 

j fessed Chr istian, or of some min- i rael, which had appeared unto him fl - NS Gospel five days a week. I’m for 


you and the things that you and 


r “Dear Dr. Jones: First of all,|Bob are endeavoring to do and 
polnt cf how the Lord treated) One of the beSt passages to! Asshur shall not save us; we will may I express the joy that was|are doing at Bob Sines University, 
them, and how they are now treat-}Show the folly and evil results of| not ride upon horses: neither will ours in being at the University} We'll pray for you daily.” 
ing Him. Use also Jeremiah:2:13: backsliding is Luke 15:13-17. Go 


we say any more to the work of 
our hands, Ye are our gods: for in 
thee the fatherless findeth mercy. 


during Commencement week. I 
was thrilled over the accomplish- 


into detail in bringing out the 
point of the picture here given of 
the miseries that came. to the 


Sometimes we get very tired, 
and once in a while a little bit dis< 


“For my people have committed- 
two evils; they have forsaken me 


Re Ora aoteee fy 
. fay eye ee ee 
eres’: eed P ieee Lk ha 

- ot we 


the fountain of living waters, and 


hewed them out cisterns, broken} 
cisterns, that can hold no water.” | 
Have the inquirer read _ the/ 
verse, and ask, “Is not that verse} 


truc; Ww that does the Lord say that | 


you forsook when you _ forsook 

Him?” “Tre fountain of living wa- 
ters.” “And to what does He say 
you turned?” “Broken cisterns 
that can hold no water.” “Is not 


that tru i¢ In your experience; did 
you not forsake the fountain of 


living wv ate ‘rs, and have you not 
found the world broken cisterns} 
that can Oh old no water?” I have 
yet to fir ia the first backslider of 
whom this is not true, and I have 
used it with many. Then illustrate 
the text by showing how foolish 
st would be to turn from a foun- 
tain of living water to broken cis- 


terns or muddy’pools. If this verse 
accomplish the desired 


does. not 
result, use Jeremiah 2:19: 
“Thine own wickedness 
correct thee, and thy backslidings 
shall 


Bitter, that thou hast forsaken the 


Lord thu God, and that my fear és 


shalli 


reprove thee: know therefore |{ 
and@ sce that it #s an evil thing and} 


‘'backslider in the far country. 


| Amos 4:11, 12: 


tmorran, 
O Israel: 


I do unto thee, 


Can Say, 


er tonight, 
God.’ ’’ 


2. It is well sometimes to use 


“I have overthrown some of you, 
as God overthrew Sodom and Go- 
and ye were as a fire- 
brand plucked out of the burning: 
yet have ve not returned unto me, 
saith the Lord. Therefore thus will 
and be- 
icause I will do this unto thee, pre- 
‘pare to meet thy God, O Israel.” 
Before the passage is read you 
“There is a passage in 
‘the Old Testament that contains a 
‘message from God to backsliding 
Israel, and I believe it is a mes-! 

sage for you also. Then have him 
read the passage carefully and aft- 
er he has read it, ask him what 
the message of God to backsliding 
Israel was. “Prepare to meet thy 
God.” Then say to him, “It is God’s 
message to you too, as a backslid- 
‘prepare to meet thy 
Go over this again and 


I will heal their backsliding, I wiil 
love them freely: for mine anger 
ts turned away from him.” 

I use this passage more fre- 
‘quently than almost: any other 
with the class of whom we are 
speaking, especially the first and 
‘fourth verses. I show them first 
of all that God is inviting .the 
backslider to Himself, and second, 
that He promises to heal their 
backsliding and love them freely, 
and third, that all that He asks is 
that they take words of confession 
and return to Him (verse 2). The 
following verses all set forth God’s 
unfailing love for the backslider, 
and His willingness to receive*him 
back. 

“But thou hast not called upon 
me, O Jacob; but thou hast been 
weary of me, O Israel. 


“Thou hast bought me no sweet 
cane with money, neither hast 
thou filled me with the fat of thy 
sacrifices: but thou hast made me 
to serve with thy sins, thou hast 
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wearied me with thine iniquities. 
I, even I, am he that blotteth out 
thy transgressions for mine own 
sake, and will not remember thy 
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sins.”—Isa. 43:22, 24, 25. 


“He feedeth on ashes: a decewed 
heart hath turned him aside, that 
he cannot deliver his soul, nor say, 
Is there not a lie in ‘my right 
hand? Remember these, O Jacob 
and Israel; for thow art my ser- 
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FOR I HAVE REDEEMED 
THEE.’—Isa. 44:20-22. 


“For I know the thoughts that 
I think toward you, saith the 
Lord, thoughts of peace, and not 
of evil, to give you an expected 
end. Then shall ye call wpon me, 
and ye shall go and pray unto me, 
and I will hearken unto you. And 
ye shall seek me, and find me, 
when ye shall search for me with 
ali your heart.’”—Jer. 29:11-13. 


“And there ye shall serve gods, 
the work of men’s hands, wood 
and stone, which neither see, nor 
hear, nor eat, nor smell.”’—Deut. 
4:28. 


“(For the Lord thy God, is a 
merciful God;) he will not for- 
sake thee, neither destroy thee, 
nor forget the covenant of thy 
jathers which he sware unto 
them.”—Deut 4:31. 


and I am for 
cent, 


ments of the school year. just 
closed. God’s hand is on Bob Jones 
University. God has honored it, 
our school 100 per 


“You asked me to write some- 
thing concerning the progress of 
our church. The figures that I am 


by my name, shall humble them- 
selves, and pray, and seek my face, 
and turn from their wicked ways; 
then will I hear from heaven, and 
will. forgive their sin, and will heal 
their land.”—II Chron, 7:14. 

One of the most useful verses in 
dealing with an intelligent back- 
slider who wishes to return to the 
Lord is I John 1:9: 

“If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness,” 


It. is well sometimes to follow 
this up with I John 2:1, 2: 

“My little children, these things 
write I unto you, that ye sin not. 
And if any man sin, we have an 
advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous: And he is 
the propitiation for our sins: and 
not for our’s only, but also for the 


sins. of the whole world.” 


Often it is helpful to give illus- 
trations-of great backsliders who 
returned to the Lord, and how lov- 
ingly He received them. For this 
purpose you can use Mark 16:7: 

“But go your way, tell his dis- 
ciples AND PETER that he goeth 
before you into Galilee: there shall 
ye see him, as he said unto you.” 


This tells of Christ’s loving mes- 


sage to Peter after he had so grie- 


vously sinned, and deliberately de- 
nied his Master. II Chronicles 15: 
4 and 33:1-9, 12, 13 give illustra- 
tions of great backsliders who re- 
turned to the Lord, and how lov- 
ingly He received them. 


Luke 15:11-21 is perhaps the 

most usefull passage of all in deal- 
ing with a backslider who wishes 
to return, for it has both the steps 
which the backslider must take, 
and also a picture of the loving 
reception from God that awaits 
him. 
When a backslider returns to 
Christ, he should always be given 
instructions as to how to live so 
as not to backslide again. These 
instructions will be found in Chap- 
ter V., Sec. I. 


(From PERSONAL WORK, 176 pages. 
$2.00. Published by Fleming Revell, 


“If my people, which are called 


by permission. Order from Sword of "the 
Lord, Wheaton, Ill.) 


couraged. Then we get a letter 
hike the letter that Bob Barker 
wrote, and it stimulates us to keep 
on keeping on. Our graduates are 
in many parts of the world, and 
most of them are doing a great 
work for God. Now, remember, 
you Christian people can help us 
in three ways: 


1. You can pray daily for Bob 
Jones University, for my son, the 
president, and for the executives 
who are associated with him. 


2. You can invest some of the 
money the Lord has given you in 
the work of the University. We 
need additional buildings. We need 
money to help students who are 
not able to pay all of their ex- 
penses. 


3. We are endeavoring to select 
as carefully as possible young 
people who can be trained for 
Christian leadership. Our problem 
is not a problem of getting stu- 
dents. It is a problem of selecting 
students that can be trained as 
Christian leaders. You can help 
us by directing the right kind of 
young people to Bob Jones Uni-< 
versity. 

We appreciate the faithfulness 
of you friends who are standing 
back of us in the work we are 
doing here for the Lord Jesus 
Christ. May God bless you, every 
one, 

BOB JONES, FOUNDER 

BOB JONES UNIVERSITY 

GREENVILLE, S. C. 


(Advertisement) 


MOVING SOON? 


To make sure of getting your 
Sword promptly, please send ad- 
vance notice of your change in 
address directly to us. 


At least five weeks before change 
takes effect let us know: 


1, Date you’re moving 
2. Old Address 
3. New Address 


If you clip the old mailing label 
from your Sworp and send it in 
with your change of address, that 
will help. 


Write to Tue Sworp or tHE Lorp, 
214 W. Wesley St., Wheaton, Illi- 
nols. 


It’s possible to have your mailing 
address corrected by filing your new. 
address with the Post Office, which } 
in turn will notify us. But if a copy 
of the magazine is sent before that 
notice reaches us, it means expense 
for you in forwarding postage. 
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Paze Three 


Oxnam, Fellow Traveller 


OF Communists 


__ A year ago a letter came from a Kentucky friend about 
Bishop Oxnam. The problems of Modernists, Communists 
and Socialists attacking the Bible and the American Way 
continues, so I quote the letter here. ; 


Evafgelist John R. Rice, D.D. 
214. West Wesley Street, 
Wheaton, Illinois 


“Dear Brother: 


This is to express my thanks for 


‘the sermon in your last issue of 


THE SWORD OF THE LorD by the 
Jate Billy Sunday as preached at 
Richmond, Indiana, 1922. I heard 
that same sérmon earlier in that 
year at Charleston, West Virginia, 
where I walked that famous trail 
that was so highly condemned 
and praised through those years. 
While I cannot speak for others, 
what happened to me on that oc- 
casion will last while endless ages 
roll either for everlasting good or 
shame, according to the way I 
shall use it from here on out. 

The copy coming to me in which 
you attacked Bishop Oxnam was 
sent to the office of our church 
paper in Chicago. In reply, the 
editor, T. Otto Nall, wrote, “You 
may quote me if you -choose in 
saying that Bishop Oxnam is not 
and never has been a member 
of the communist party, that the 
eharges of pre-communist activi- 
ties are pure fabrication, that the 
bishop is not only within his 
rights, but duty-bound as a con- 
scientious American citizen to 
object to some of the methods of 
the House Committee on Un- 
American Activities, and it is my 
prediction that when the battle 
is over and the smoke is cleared 
away, Bishop Oxnam will be shown 
to be more American than his de- 
tractors, as well as more Chris- 
tian.” 

Suppose that for argument’s 
sake, Editor Nall is wrong, and 
that Bishop Oxnam is a criminal 
communist; a double-dyed hypo- 
erite, and should be put out of the 
ehurch. Do you not think that he 
should be exposed to those who 
are in position to act, not those 
who take your paper, may I ask? 
What can they do about it? There 
is a way to do this without harm 
to any one. The space used in 
condemning Doctor Oxnam might 
well have been used to present a 
good gospel sermon on doing to 
others as you would have them 
do to you. Please remember that 
only the courts, not Congress, 
have the right to determine the 
guilt or innocence of any American 
eitizen, and we are supposed to 
hold them as innocent till proven 
guilty. This is the “American 
way.” I am very much anti-com- 
munist, so I do not care for their 
tactics, disguised as Christian or 
just plain smear, no matter from 
what source. 


There are many good things in 
THE SworD OF THE Lorp of which 
your last issue is an outstanding 
example. I think I have read al- 
most every word in it. May they 
keep coming just like that is my 
prayer. 

Sincerely your friend in His 
service 
Ivan R. Dent 


The Editor’s Answer 


My dear Brother Dent: 

I am always glad to hear from 
you and I appreciate your letter 
of June 19 concerning’ Bishop 
Oxnam. 


However, your editor, T. Otto 
Nall, is beside the point when he 
says, “You may quote me if you 
choose in saying that Bishop Ox- 
nam is not and never has been a 
member of the communist party.” 
In the first place, we never said 
that Bishop Oxnam was a member 
of the communist party. Dr. Mc- 
Intire did not say it and I do not 
know anybody else who has said 
it. In the second place, if Bishop 
Oxnam were a member of the 
communist party, T. Otto Nall 


would not know about it, you may 


be sure. So, he speaks without 
authority and beside the point. 


Again when he says, “the 
charges of pro-communist activi- 
ties are pure fabrication,” the 
editor is careless of his facts. On 
that matter the facts are pub- 
lished and so well known and ad- 


mitted by Bishop Oxnam that no 
intelligent man will believe your 
editor. For example, I have Dr. 
Oxnam’s article in the Washing- 
ton Post for Sunday, April 5, in 
which he answers the charges of 
the Congressional Committee on 
Un-American Activities. If you 
have a copy of that reprint, you 
may check for yourself and see. 
In that article under item 7 Dr. 
Oxnam confesses that he was for 
the communist side in the Spanish 
War and he says, “I did authorize 
my name to be included in what I 
think was called the inter-faith 
division of the American Commit- 
tee for Spanish Freedom. If it was 
originally communist-sponsored I 
did not know it, but I did sub- 
sequently resign when it became 
apparent to me that communist 
sympathizers, at least, had moved 
into position of influence in this 
organization.” So in this case, 
though he later resigned, Bishop 
Oxnam was on the side of com- 
munists in Spain, and worked 
with a communist front organiza- 
tion. Later he resigned. 


Under item 9, Dr. Oxnam ad- 
mits that he was editorial advisor 
of the Protestant Digest, for 
nearly two years. That Protestant 
Digest was controlled by com- 
munists, and was a communist 
front. 


. Under item. 10, Dr. Oxnam ad- 
mits that “On November 8, 1942, 
I addressed: a Boston meeting 
known as ‘Salute To Our Russian 
Ally.’” That meeting was Russian 
and communist sponsored, and Dr. 
Oxnam was the speaker. It is true 
that some other good men were 
there, but still it was communist 
sponsored and one has a right 
to suppose that Bishop Oxnam was 
in sympathy with the meeting or 
would not have been there as a 
special speaker. 


Under this same item, he says, 
“I was elected chairman of the 
Massachusetts Council of Ameri- 
can-Soviet Friendship on April 6, 
1943.”" Later he resigned the chair- 
manship and three. years later 
had them to drop his name as 
“honorary chairman.” 


He also says, in the comment on 
the same item, “In November, 
1944, I did offer prayer in the 
mass meeting held in Madison 
Square Garden under the auspices 


of that group” (the National 
Council of American-Soviet 
Friendship). 


The National Council of Ameri- 
ean-Soviet Friendship was a com- 
munist front organization, and Dr. 
Oxnam admits to meeting with 
this group, speaking for them, and 
leading in prayer at another 
meeting. 

Under item 14 in that Washing- 
ton Post article, Dr. Oxnam ad- 
mits that he was a sponsor of 
the American Committee for 
Spanish Freedom. This was a 
communist front organization, and 
working for the communist side 
in the Spanish Civil War. 

Under item 15, Dr. Oxnam ad- 
mits that he was a member of 
the executive committee of the 
Methodist Federation of Social 
Action. Later he resigned, particu- 
larly because of the attacks on 
John Foster Dulles. Responsible 
witnesses have sworn that the 
founder of the Methodist Federa- 
tion for Social Action, Dr. Ward, 
is a communist. The group has 
been cited as a subversive organi- 
zation, I believe, and certainly it 
has attacked the American way of 
life and was finally disowned by 
the Methodist church. 


Again under item 16, Dr. Oxnam 
admits that he did attack the 
Committee on Un-American Ac- 
tivities. 

Now say what you will, these 
facts, plainly admitted by Bishop 
Oxnam in print, prove that he has 
been active in organizations that 
are pro-communist and that his 
influence has been pro-communist. 
I do not say he is a communist. 


Rev. Jimmy 
Lentz Leaves 
Methodist ~ 

Church 


Rev. Jimmy Lentz, friend of the 
editor and. earnest soul winner, 
hag for years been a minister in 
the Methodist churches in Missis- 


¢Ssippi. In order that his friends 


who read: THE SwWorD OF THE LORD 
may know that because of modern- 
ism he has Jeft the Methodist 
church (not affiliated with the 
regular Methodist denomination) 
we publish his letter here. 


THE EVANGELICAL METHOD- 
| IST CHURCH 
Wesley’ Memorial Congregation 


Macon at Highland r 


Memphis, Tennessee 
May 25, 1954 


Rev. John R. Rice 
Sword of the Lord Publishers 
Wheaton, Illinois 


Dear Dr. John, 

Greetings in His glorious name. 
I hope that you and yours are all 
well and happy in the Lord and 
the work. Wish I could see you. 

Brother John, you told me that 
one day I would have to leave the 
old Methodist Church, and it has 
happened. 

Enclosed jis a copy of the re- 
signation, that I sent to the Bishop 
on the thirteenth of this month, 
and have not even had-an acknow]- 


4 


a 


edgment from him or-the other 


officials to whom I mailed _a copy. 
So, as stated in the letter to 
him, I guess they are only too 
glad that I got out without a 
scene on the Conference floor. 
: * : 
If you will, please make notice 
of my departure from The Meth- 


odist Church, and my affiliation 


with the new movement under Dr. 
J. H. Hamblin, Abilene, Texas, 
The Evangelical Methodist Church, 
in THE Sworb. 

You know my manner of life 
and preaching; I have a countless 
number of friends who take THE 
SworpD, and I would like for them 
to know that I have kept true to 
the faith. Be at liberty to express 
your own personal opinion of the 
situation. 

We have a grand group here 
of Bible-believing, Christ-centered 
people, who are clean in the Lord, 
and moving forward in a great 
evangelistic work. We have a thir- 
ty minute radio program on 
WHB® eight to eight-thirty with 
a great program of music, and a 
Christ-centered message, each 
Lord’s Day that is doing good. We 
plan to send tapes to all available 
stations, and fight modernism and 
liberalism, and cry out against the 
apostasy of churches, and lft up 
the Gospel in its full truth. PRAY 
FOR US. 

With you in the Master’s ser- 
vice, I am, | 3 

Your Friend in Christ, 
Jimmy Lentz 


I say his influence has been pro- 
communist and it is fair and 
right to say so. And your editor 
is not fair and not quite reliable 
when he says those charges are 
‘pure fabrication.” He ought to 
tell the truth. 


I do not say that Bishop Oxnam 
is a criminal nor communist. But 
I do say that he has been used 
by communists, has lent his influ- 
ence to communists, and that he 
is a modernist, he does not fully 
believe the Bible. And yes, I cer- 
tainly think that he ought to be 
exposed to the people who support 
him and make his work possible, 
that is, the Methodists and others 
in the National Council of 
Churches under his’ leadership. 
And I do not believe that a ser- 
mon on “doing unto others as 
you would have them do to you” 
would do nearly as much good as 
the exposure of Bishop Oxnam. 


And you are wrong to say that 
only the courts have a right to 
determine the guilt or innocence 
of American citizens. Anybody has 
a right to examine evidence and 
the Congress of the United States 
is within its rights to investigate 
subversive activities by anybody. 

I am glad to have your plain 
letter and I trust you will con- 
sider very carefully what I have 
Said. 

In the Saviour’s name, yours, 

John R. Rice 


ty 


A very fine letter has been re-| 
ceived from an Evangelical Al}- 
liance Missionary, Gerry Johnson, 
and a Bob Jones University alum- 
nus, now _ located at Shizudka,’ 
Japan, wh reads: 

“IT have felt led to give this re- 
port because it involves Dr. Bob 
Jones, Sr., and the great work 
that he is doing. I believe many 
Sworp readers have sent him 
money for the student loan endow- 
ment and missionary fund. He 
sends $1,000 out of this fund every 


month to Japan and we are us- 


ing it for the following purpose: 
To train native evangelists, put 
them in ‘Tent Teams.’ and using 


them as preachers in tent cam- 
paigns throughout Japan. We 
work in cooperation with ail 
Bible-believing missionaries and 


pastors in starting churches and 
building up work that has already 
been started. 

“For the month of April, these 
native evangelists turned in a re- 
port of 515 definite conversions. 
There were many more who raised 
their hands, but this number in- 
cludes only those who. have been 
thoroughly dealt with personally in 
the after-meetings. For the past 
month of May, -there were 713 


definite conversions, hundreds at-} 


tended the tent meetings, 36,Q00 
tracts were passed out, and the 
workers .. personally dealt with 
1,291 souls. I. thought that Sworp 
subscribers ~Wwho read ‘Dr. Bob 
Jones Says’ and who give. funds 
for this cause should like to hear 
that their gifts are being used to 
win souls to Christ.” 


x x x 


EVANGELIST DON WILSON 
of 431 Second Avenue, Watervliet, 
New York, writes of a good cam- 
paign in the Jermain Memorial 
Presbyterian’ Church of Water- 
vliet. Though the city is domin- 
ated by Roman 


and 180, and the evangelist writes 
that there were 53 first-time de- 
cisions for Christ and 22 rededica- 
tions. He was assisted by Harold 
Richards, songleader; and Clark 
Bedford, pianist. 
ok tk ** 

EVANGELIST FREDDIE 
GAGE from Houston, Texas, and 
Songleader Jimmy Snelen led in 
a revival at First Baptist Church, 
Seminole, Oklahoma, June 6-13. 
The pastor, Rev. D. C. Applegate, 
writes that there were 59  pro- 
fessions of faith. Of this number. 
33 were baptized into the church. 
There were also 22 additions to 


Catholicism, | 
crowds averaged between forty. 


ngelists 


REPORTS FROM AMERICA’S OUTSTANDING SOUL WINNERS: 


By the Editor 


husband,” Brother Oughton writes, 


“She brought her husband to the 
meeting, he got saved; her father, 
son and nephew got savec. She had 
to go to the hospital and *here led 


three souls to the Lord. She and 
ner husband are now preparing to 
attend Bible School in September.” 

From this campaign, Brother 
Oughton traveled on to Otterbein 
United Brethren Church néar Par- 


sons, Kansas. There again God 
saved 18 souls. 

Brother Oughton says, “In a 
serles of one-night meetings, in 
Youth ior. Christ rabies and 
churches, the Lord gave an in- 
crease of 76 souls accepting Christ 
and scores of Christians surrender- 
fing for soul winning.” 

But Whiteside, an  accomp- 
lished teen-age pianist, is now 
traveling. with the evangelist. 

23 s I 

The First Baptist Church of 
Weston, West Virginia, where Rev. 
James .E. Harvey is pastor, has 
just completed a very successful 


two weeks’ evangelistic campaign 
with REV. WM. D. STEVENS, 
Regional Director of Youth for 
Christ, International, Charleston, 
West Virginia, as the evangelist. 
On this third return encagceoment 
by the evangelist, he had as an 
added attraction the Italien song- 
leader and musician, Carlo Pict- 
ropaulo of Huntington, ‘Vest Vir- 


ginia. During the campaign, every 
home in Weston was visited. The 
nightly meetings were well at- 
tended, and under the Sp lled 
preaching of Rev. Stevens, there 
were 68 recorded first-time de- 
cisions for Christ. In acdition ta 
this number, 27 decisions were re- 
corded. at the Happy Time Mect- 


ings, a children’s serviec. A fol- 
low-up program. is planned for 
each convert. 

% x * 

The BOB MANDERSON 
EVANGELISTIC TEAM  prv- 
}claimed God’s message of salvation 
during the Corn Belt Crusade for 
Christ, May 29 to June 13 in the 


— 


the chureh by letter and state- 
ment. The pastor reports 894 in 


Sunday School and 461 in Training | 


Union.on June 13. 


A rejoicing word has just come | 


to us about another revival in 
which FREDDIE GAGE was the 
evangelist. sev. G. . L. Norris, 
pastor of the Normandale Baptist 
Church of Fort Worth, Texas, 
wrote: 

“The Normandale Baptist 
Church of Fort Worth, Texas, has 


just closed the greatest revival in} 


the history of the church. The 
entire community of 11,000 people 
has been spiritually awakened. 
There were 135 additions to our 
church, 116 conversions and most 
of them have already followed 
Christ in baptism; 35 united by 
letter; 40 families made a vow to 
start a family altar. There were a 
total of 301 decisions for Christ in 


8 days. All records for S. 8S. and} 
T. U. were also broken during the 
} 


revival. 

“The Evangelist was Freddie 
Gage, who is rapidly becoming one 
of America’s most outstanding 
young evangelists. He preaches: 
with great conviction and is a man) 
of prayer. We are grateful to God. 
for sending him our way, I 
heartily recommend Freddie Gage 
to any Southern Baptist Church,” 

x ok * 


God gave an outpouring of His‘ 


Spirit in the United Brethren 


Church of Garnett, Kansas, os 
EVANGELIST BOB OUGHTON. 


of Belleville, Illinois, led in a re- 
vival. Thirty-two accepted Christ 


as Saviour. “A young lady got | 


saved who was separated from her 


Bloomington High School Audi- 
toriuth:, Bloomington, Tilincis. Ac- 
cording to the report, 0 > were 
126 decisions for Christ. 

The. Corn Belt. Crusade for 
Christ was set up in March as a 
permanent organization with the 
purpose in mind of promoting 
evangelism the year round in the 
corn belt area, including a united 
campaign at least once a year, 

Bob Manderson, founder and 
director of Bethany Acres, . Inc., 
Faliston, Maryland, a musician in 
his own right, assisted Jack Con- 
ner, marimba-vibraphone artist, 
and Bill Weston, songleacer. 

This being the resuit the 
{first united effort in 22 years in 
ithe Twin Cities (Bloomngion- 
|Norma}), the Corn Belt Crusade 
| for Christ group is not only grate- 
ful. for the fruitful visit cfr the 
Manderson-Conner-Westen.  cvan- 
gelistie team, but is anticipating 


efforts in the future. 
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= AND CHRISTIAN LEADER S— : 


“What Every Christian Girl 
Should Know” 


“What Every Christian 
Should Know” 


“Flow to Become a Christian” 
“What Is Heaven Like?” 


These are 32 page, well writien, 
scriptural bookleta written by Dr. Wil- 
+ tiam W. Orr, formerly Vice-President 
cf Bebie Institute of Los Anzeles, 


— 


| 25e single copy $2.50 per cozen 
$17.50 per 100 
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SPECIAL SPECIAL: 
“s A copy of each of Dr. Orr's 25 © 
*. booklets including five chove . 
ond 20 other tities ° 
«=. $5.00 postpaid $5.00 postpaid - 
Fofepetntetetefeeeofetetetetetetetefetefly 
Ask for complete )'=t 
Further discounts in larger «> 
WILLIAM W. ORR, D.D. 
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“Does God Heal Today?” 
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fideon’s Band of 300 


The following friends of the Sword of the Lord Foundation have 
either given or pledged $100 or more for the building fund to be given 
by August 1. On that date we must make a payment of $44,000 due 
on the new property we are purchasing for the Sword of the Lord 


Foundation’s new office building. 


How we praise God for friends 


like these who are willing to sacrifice to help get out the Gospel! 
In addition to those names listed, Dr. Rice has already given $500 
and Mr. Fred Hawkins has pledged $1,000. 


Mr. Henry R. Anderson 

Mr. J. C. Drury 

Mr. H. P. Graves 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Stegner 

Mr. Albert C. Bean 

Miss Hattie J. Spurlock 

Mr. Gordon A. Laycock 

Mr. John Hines 

Mr. George M. Klingler 

Mr. Arthur DeMoss 

Miss Viola Walden 
/Sgt. Hubert E. Jones 

Rev. and Mrs. Walter Handford 

Mr. G. F. Pagel 

Mr. and Mrs. B. Frederick C. 
Morris 

Mr. L. W. DeLong 

Mr. A. Nunneley 

Mr. Wilbur Kopeschka 

Dr. W. A. Kelly 

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth M. 
Christensen 

Mrs. Marie Peterson 

Mr. D. E. Conrad 

Mrs. Cornelia B. Henderson 

Mr. Walter Leas 

Mr. Ralph Hamil 

Mr. F. Earl Kreitzburg 

Mr. L. H. Higgins 

Mr. A. J. LeFaivre 

Mr. C. W. Rice 

Rev. Hugh F. Pyle 


Mr. Robert Lawrence 


Mr. L. M. Layman 
A/2ec John Nevels 

Miss Ethel M. Troyer 
Mr. Curtis B. Shaw 
Mrs. Harriet Morse 
Mrs. Chatt Hobbs 
Miss Esther Lockhart 
Mr. Carl Bilger 

Mrs. Clara Redmer 
Mrs. Alma D. Haines 
Mr. Paul P. Oxley 
Evangelist Robert L. Sumner 
Mrs. Ferne Petersen 
Mr. D. L. Abernathy 
Mr. Forrest O:- Clark 
Dr. J. R. Vining 

Mr. Merton Colby 

Mr. Clyde Wymore 

Mr. Max E. Hawkins 
Mrs. Anna Craven 

Mr. Edward V. Bertram 
Mr. J. E. Springer 

Mrs. Luther Kline 

Mrs. Roger K. Jones 
Mr. Dan Hoots 

Mr. and Mrs. Otto Gackle 


Possibly God is leading you to 
help in this building ~program. H 
so, we will be glad to hear from 
you. A coupon is given elsewhere 
on this page. If God so leads, fill 
it in and mail it to us today. 


(Continued from page 1) 


just persons, which need no re- 
pentance” (Luke 15:7). You see, 
all through Jesus’ life He was 
mainly concerned with soul win- 
ning. Therefore, beyond the shadow 
of any reasonable doubt, I believe 
that Jesus Christ would give His 
tithes:.and offerings to the best 
soul-winning causes that He could 
find: 

And if, Jesus would do this, 


wouldn't it be right for you to very 
‘carefully and prayerfully find the 


works-that are doing the most to 
win people to Jesus Christ “and 
put your money into those things? 
I hope that your own local chureh 
is a soul-winning church, a place 
where men and women are finding 
Jesus Christ every Sunday. I trust 
that your missionary program is 
the kind that is seeing people 
saved. If your church is this kind 
of church, surely it should have a 
large place in your giving. There 
are many radio programs, Chris- 
tian schools and_ evangelistic 
works that are reaching people 
for Jesus Christ and training men 
and women to be soul winners. All 
these ane worthy of your support. 


But let me suggest that the 
Sword of the Lord Foundation 
should also share in your giving. 
In a most unusual way God has 
been using this work-:’*to - win 
people to Jesus Christ. Last year 
673 people wrote to tell us that 
they were saved through reading 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD or some 
of our books.“This number does 
not include those thousands more 
saved through our foreign transla- 
tions. Last year our staff evan- 
gelists, not counting either Dr. 
John R. Rice’s or Brother Bill 
Rice’s converts, or my own, won 
1,782 people to Christ in their 
meetings. These men in a special 
Way represent the Sword of the 
Lord Foundation and their meet- 
ings are arranged through the 
Sword. Evangelistic Staff. Each 
week THE SworD OF THE LORD goes 
into the homes of nearly 100,000 
people. By actual count, we know 
that over 20,000 of these are 
preachers. How often I have seen 
the:.testimonies of pastors who re- 
ceive THE Sworp OF THE Lorp and 
tell of how the Sworp has com- 
pletely changed their ministry 
and given them a =_o6 passion 
for souls which they § never 
had before. This year we are 
having @ number of confer- 
ences* on revival and soul win- 


.«Ning around the country. Pastors 
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from hundreds.-of miles around 
will .come to these conferences 


and will there be taught the great 


oupte 


evangelistic doctrines of revival, 


APs 


What Would Jesus Do? 


the power of the Holy Spirit, how 
to win souls and other important 
matters that pastors must have in 
order. to succeed in God’s work. 
Each year we hear from numbers 
of those who have gone back home 
endued with new power from on 
high to win souls to Christ. 


‘But all of this work is depend- 
ent upon friends who give and 


make the work possible. At the 


present moment we are in the 
midst of a great building fund 
campaign. By August 1 (only 
about two weeks away) we must 
have $44,000 to complete the pay- 
ment on a new piece of property 
for the Sword of the Lord office 
building. Last October we were 
clearly led of the Lord to sign a 
contract, agreeing to make this 
ffnal payment on August 1. The 
Board of Directors had unani- 
mously agreed that this was what 
God wanted us to do. We are 
confident that God is going to 
supply our need and have the 
$44,000 here by August 1 when we 
need it. 

As I dictate this article on June 
25 we have $7,261.70 in the bank. 
In addition to this we have ap- 
proximately $4,000 in pledges. You 
will find on this same page a list 
of our friends who are helping 
with this special building fund 
need by becoming members of the 
Gideon’s Band of 300, promising 
to give $100 by August 1. 

But we still have a serious need 
for something over $32,000 if we 
are to meet the obligation. You 
say, “But where will you get this 
money?” Our answer is that we 
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By Grace Rice MacMullen 


Do you ever get tired of the same 
old solos, duets, and choir num- 
bers? Are you wondering how to 
have a young people’s program 
that’s different? Want them to 
really sit up and take notice when 
the choir stands up to sing next 
Sunday night? Is there a way to 
vary the musical program in a 
small-to-medium church without 
a great deal of musical talent? 

You can vary church music— 
make it thrilling instead of rou- 
tine. A musical program with zip 
and verve can do a most import- 
ant work in building attendance. 
And now, in fhe warm grasp of 
summer, it takes that something 
extra to bring people to church 
and to keep the choir interested. 

Here are a few “extras” I’ve 
seen used successfully. Some of 
them can be adapted for your 
church service, Sunday School as- 
sembly, young people’s program, 
or missionary circle. See if you 
can’t use some of them effectively, 
for Christ. 


A. For variety, use new com- 


binations of the voices you have. 
Perhaps you have someone with a 
nice voice, but not too strong. 
Let him sing the verse (perhaps 
with the choir humming in the 
background), and then let the 
choir sing the chorus. Or use a 
duet or trio on a verse or chorus 
of the song the soloist is using. 

There are many songs which 
lend themselves well to this kind 
of treatment. There’s “Jesus, I 
Come,” for example. A lovely ar- 
rangement of it can be made by 
letting a duet sing the first phrase 
in each line, and letting the whole 
choir chime in on, “Jesus, I come; 
Jesus, I come.” (Or you could 
just use all the women on the 
soprano and all the men on the 
alto, instead of a duet; then go 
into four parts on the other 
phrase. ) 

Some choir directors use unison 
with real effectiveness. That is, 
have everybody sing the melody 


know God will supply our needs 
as He has promised to do. We be- 
lieve that God does not lead His 
children to do something and then 
leave them alone to shift for 
themselves. You might also ask, 
“But what will happen if the 
money does not come in?” Well, 
we have every confidence that 
God is going to supply our need. 
We are counting on friends like 
you who will get down on their 
knees and pray and ask what He 
would do if He were in their posi- 
tion. 

I wonder if you won't do this 
right now: Won't you ask the 
Lord Jesus what He would have 
you to do? Ask Him what He 
would do if He were in your posi- 
tion, with your obligations and 
knowing your own financial condi- 
tion? Then if God leads you to send 
us a gift for the building fund, 
won’t you send it today and let us 
know that you are helping in this 
serious need? A handy coupon fol- 
lows. When you have prayed, won’t 
you fill it out and send it in to us 
as soon as possible? I will be look- 
ing for your letter. 


Rev. Walter Handford 
Sword of the Lord Foundation 
Wheaton, Illinois 


Dear Brother Handford: 
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as follows: 
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Sword Building Gund Program 


Yes, I would like to help further with the Building Program, 
{] 1. Between now and August 1, I will covenant with the Lord 


[ ] 2. I would like to be a captain in the Gideon’s Band and will 
send $500.00 between now and August 1. 


{ ] 3. I am not able to do either of the above but I would like to 
have a part in the Building Fund Program. Enclosed please 
for this serious need. % 
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(soprano part). This strengthens 
a weak choir, gives everybody 
more confidence, and makés a very 
impressive number of what might 
be ordinary otherwise. 

Other combinations you can use: 


Solo on verse, trio on chorus. 

To give a more 
example, here is what Don Sand- 
berg used with one choir: 

Introduction: The Chorus of 
“Peace, Peace, Wonderful Peace,” 
in unison, everybody singing. 

Verse 1: “Far away in the 
depths of my spirit tonight.” Duet 
between all the women of the 
choir, singing melody, and all the 
men, singing alto. 

' Chorus: Four parts. 

Verse 2. Alto solo on the second 
verse (drop down % step, if neces- 
ary), with choir humming in back- 
ground. 

Chorus: Men, in unison. 

I’m sure you have tried such 
variations by having a solist sing 
one verse of a choir number; now 
try breaking it up within the 
verse, to see what unusual things 
you can do. 

B. For variety, use combinations 
of instruments and voices. 

You usually can’t have a full 
choir accompanied by orchestra, 
true. But there are a number of 
things nearly as effective, and you 
can sing with blessing using just 
the talent you have. 


Is tgere a pretty good violinist 
in your church? Good! You'll find 
many ways to vary your special 
music by using violin obbligato 
with your solos. Some violinists 
can “make it up,” and will know 
what to play without music. 
Others will want to use the tenor 
or alto of the song, as written. 
One easy way to find a good 
counter melody is by using the 
“descant” which is printed right 
in some song books. (“Service 
Hymnal,” for example.) These may 
be played exactly as written. I 
think “ It Is Well With My Soul” 
is particularly pretty with a violin 
playing. the alto part. 

Brass instruments may be used, 
too. There is a beautiful part for 
trumpet trio written right into 
“God of Our Fathers.” The com- 
bination makes an excellent choir 
number! You can even use the 
drum, occasionally, on “Onward 
Christian Soldiers,” or “The Fight 
is On.” 

Zylophone and marimba and 
vibraharp are all versatile instru- 
ments that fit in well with gospel 
songs. The player of any of these 
instruments will usually have some 
ideas to suggest, as to how to fit 
them in. 

With any instrument, of course, 
it is important to fit the type of 
song to the type of instrument. 
You wouldn’t use a drum, for 
example, on a song like “Saviour, 
Like a Shepherd Lead Us.” And a 
violin is for quieter, sweeter songs 
rather than the dynamic march- 
type songs. 


C. You can do something very 
different with your church music 
by combining different songs and 
choruses. Don’t feel you must al- 
ways use two verses or three 
verses of the same gospel song. 
You may find another which fits 
in well, or completes the thought, 
or provides an answer. There are 
many lovely hymns and_ gospel 
songs, for example, on peace, You 
could easily find two which go well 
together, as in the example given 
above. Sometimes you can find a 
song which asks a question, and 
then .another that answers it. 
Here are some combinations I 
think are good; you will doubt- 
less think of dozens of your own: 

“Follow Me” (I hear the blessed 
Saviour say, Follow me.) ‘Follow, 
I Will Follow Thee.” 

“We Shall See His Lovely Face,” 
or “Longing,” with the chorus of 
“Christ eturneth.” (“O, Lord 
Jesus, how long, how long...’) 

“Carry Thy Burden to Jesus,” 
(an excellent duet number) with 
a chorus of “Leave It There,” sung 
very softly at the end, 

“ 


PS ok 

The other day it was my privi- 
lege to see something really new 
and different. I’m anxious to tell 
you about it because I think it 
will be wonderful news for small 
churches who have long wanted an 


afford it. It is the Lowrey Organo 
—an organ built into a Story and 
Clark piano, and actually using 
the same keyboard! This is the 


Quartet on verse, choir on} = 
chorus. . 
Duet on verse, quartet on) — 
chorus. a 


concrete 


organ and yet felt they could not. 
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Story and Piano-Organo 


reason, of course, why the price 
is so small for an organ. The 
piano keyboard and cabinet are 
utilized, and for one price, you 
get piano and organ combined! 
It sounds unreal, doesn’t it? I 
thought so; but I tried it and it 
worked! 

Here is the principle: the piano 
is like all Story and Clark pianos 
—-well made, with fine tone and a 
lovely cabinet. But under the key- 
board are a series of key switches 
like those on any electric organ. 
Beneath the keyboard is added a 
knee pedal which controls the ex- 
pression of the Organo; the two 
round speakers you see in the pic- 
ture are where the sound is ampli- 
fied and sent out, and a full octave 
pedalboard is added for bass ac- 


!campaniment. You can play one 


line of music on the piano, flip a 
switch, and play the next line on 
the Organo! (This is not to be 
confused with other piano attach- 
ments which play only one note at 
a time in a limited range and must 
be accompanied on the piano.) The 
Organo plays a full organ key- 
board range of sixty keys, and you 
can play chords as full as you 
wish. You can lock the piano 
mechanism out, by means of a 
pedal position, if you wish. But 
you need not do that; you can 
play the Organo with legato touch, 
and then by striking the keys in 
piano touch, get piano sound 
simultaneously! 


I hope I have fired your im- 
agination—that’s all I can hope 
to do, because it is a little too 
complicated to explain in a small 
space. 

If you’re interested, write to the 
Story and Clark Piano Company 
in care of me. They'll be glad to 


give you the name of a dealer — 


near you where you can see this 
wonderful instrument. The organ 
part is like any electric organ; it 
has stops for flute, diapason, horn, 
cello, viole—and each for the up- 
per register and one for the lower 
register. This makes it so it is 
easy to bring out a melody in 
either bass or treble which con- 
trasts with the accompaniment. 
There is a solo switch, also, which 
brings whichever voice you want 
to be the’ solo up in volume. There 
is a light vibrato selector and a 
heavy vibrato, and the expression 
arm is very sensitive for variations 


in volume. The Lowrey people tell 


me it is a true vibrato, involving 
a change of tone. 

I should tell you, too, that it 
is possible to get the Organo sep- 


.|arately and add it to your present 


piano. There is a portable selector 
key type, and there is a type 
which can be attached under the 
keyboard, which is concealed. ‘The 
separate Organo also has a pedal- 
board and expression control, and 
there is a separate sound cabinet. 
The Organo Tone Cabinet may 
also be used as a public address 
system, a use that smaller 
churches will find well worth the 
investment. 

The Organo may be bought in- 
dividually and installed in your 
present piano, or it also comes 
built into Story and Clark and in 
some Janssen and Jesse French 
pianos. I suggest you look into 
this wonderful instrument and 
see if there is a place for it in 
your home or church. For in- 
formation, write me and I'll gladly 
pass your request on to the com- 
pany making whichever type you 
prefer. (Since I wrote this article, 
I have learned that there is a new 
model Story and Clark piano with 
Organo, and this one is better than 
ever. They tell me it is equipped 
with BIG organ couplers for big 
organ effects. Reed tones have 
been added so that now one can 
find all of the thousands of 
beautiful combinations in the 
musical spectrum. There are two 
new vibratos, a fast and slow, for 
artful blending of tone colors. 
They tell me that the foot pedal 
intensity tabs are now on the con- 
trol panel, making it easier to 
change pedal volume.) 


— THE END — 
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Page Five 


God Promised to Answer 


(Continued from page 1) 


to say “unanswered prayer” when 
God’s word is pledged and all the 
resources of Heaven are involved 
in the promise, seems to me an 
awful thing to do. 


II. “God, That Cannot Lie” 


This is another scriptural ex- 
pression—“God, that cannot lie’ 
(Titus 1:2). Of course, this mean- 
ing is not that there is a physical, 
but a moral inability. God could 
deceive men if He wished to, but 
He does not wish to. His character 
is such that He never will wish 
to, so He describes Himself here 
as a person incapable of false- 
hood—-God that cannot lie. 


III. We Become Like Our Gods 


I think this truth has been more 
forcefully stated by Dr. James B. 
Walker, in his Philosophy of the 
Plan of Salvation, than by any 
other writer with whom I am ac- 
quainted. He argues from the 
reason of the case and from the 


history of mankind. It is natural 


that we should seek to imitate 
one whom we admire, and this 
fact alone shows that man must 
become like his gods both in the 
things that he does and in the 
things that he omits. We are prone 
to follow those whom we love. 
When we pass to the second evi- 
dences, that is, the proofs from 
history, we find that what we 
have anticipated has been always 
true. Worshippers of Bacchus 
were drunkards. Worshippers of 
Venus were unclean _ in their 
lives. Worshippers of Odin and 
Thor loved to feel their war ham- 
mers crashing through the skulls 
of enemies. Worshippers of God in 
Christ Jesus became pure and 
holy in their lives. From the 
nature of the case this must be 
so; in point of fact it has always 
been true. 


IV. The Vices of Heathenism 


Missionaries tell us that among 
the heathen there are several vices 
which are everywhere practiced. 
Lying, theft, and impurity are so 
common that one may call them 
universal. On the other hand, 
where the Christian religion has 
prevailed, men become truthful, 
honest, and pure in their lives. 
This change from degradation to 
nobility of character is wrought 
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by the character of the God we 
worship. He cannot lie and He is 
holy and He requires His followers 
to be like Himself. This is the 
secret of the moral life of Chris- 
tian nations, There. may be a 
hundred other reasons for answer- 
ing prayer, but one, which is all- 
sufficient, is the fact that God 
has promised to do so. 


I have before this referred to 
Dr. Biederwolf’s book on the sub- 
ject: How Can God Answer 
Prayer? It would be a much more 
difficult question, “How can God 
fail to answer prayer?” Having 
promised, He must make His 
promise good or falsify His own 
character. This He cannot do be- 
cause of His nature. 


V. Thirty Thousand Promises 


I have never tried to count the 
promises in the Bible. Someone 
who professes to have done so 
says there are more than thirty 
| thousand. This seems a very large 
‘number. My impression is that it 
is too small rather than too large, 
and among these exceeding great 
and precious promises, there is 
probably no one so frequently re- 
peated as the promise to hear and 
answer prayer. The expression “a 
prayer-hearing and a_prayer- 
answering God” is one of the 
most common among Christian 
people in their gatherings for wor- 
ship. There are other character- 
istics which might be ascribed to 
the Divine, but this one seems 
especially apt in a case like the 
one under consideration. 


When we meet to speak to- 
gether of God’s relation to our 
needs, it is natural that we should 
think of Him as one who hears 
and answers prayer. “Call unto 
me, and I will answer thee, and 
shew thee great and-~ mighty 
things, which thou knowest not” 
(Jer. 33:3). “Fear thou not; for 
I am with thee; be no dis- 
mayed; for I am thy God: I will 
strengthen thee; yea, | will help 
thee; yea, I will uphold thee with 
the right hand of my righteous- 
ness” (Isa. 41:10). These are only 
illustrations of what is one of the 
most marked characteristics of the 
Word of God. 


VI. An Excellent Medicine 


An age or land in which the 
Bible is neglected will be a time 
when, or a country where, all 
sorts of evils prevail. I knew of a 
physician who was visited by a 
lady, greatly excited, much cast 
down, who said to him, “Doctor, 
I do not know what the. trouble 
is, but I am in misery. Please find 
out what the matter is and give 
me something.” 


He looked at her steadily for a 
moment and said, “You go home 
and read the Bible an hour every 
day for thirty days. Then come 
and see me.” 

She said, “I suppose you think 
I am a heathen.” 


He said; “No, I do not think 
you are a heathen. I think you 
are a poor, sick, tired woman. 


You go home and read the Bible 
an hour a day for thirty days, 
and then come and see me.” 

At first indignant and resolved 
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always scrupulous of fhe king’s 
English, but full of the strong 
doctrines of grace, eminently 
evangelistic, filled with calls upon 
men to flee the wrath to come— 
and to find refuge in the faith and 
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that she would pay no attention 
to his. prescription, her better 
mind came as she went along and 
she said to herself, ‘““The medicine 
is cheap. I will try it.” Arriving 
at her home, she arranged matters 
and settled down to read. She 
knew that an hour was longer 
than she had generally read the 
Bible at one time, so she read 
longer than usual. She glanced up 
at the clock at the expiration of 
what she felt sure was an hour, 
and found that she had been read- 
ing just ten minutes. This startled 
her, for she was at heart a good 
woman, and she said to herself, 
“I will not make that mistake 
again. I will be sure to read an 
hour before I stop.” So she glanced 
at the clock and started again. 


When she felt sure that she had 
read far more than an hour, she 
glanced again at the clock and 
found that she had been reading 
twenty-five minutes. This. waked 
her thoroughly, and, adjusting her- 
self to the task, she read until, 
instead of being a little weary and 
wishing to stop, she obtained an 
appetite for the Word of God. The 
hour was all too. short and she 
found herself living in a new 
world. At the end of the month 
she reported to her physician. As 
soon as she came into the office, 
he said to her, “Well, madam, I 


see you have been taking my 
medicine.” 
“Yes,” she said, “I have been 


taking your medicine and it is good 
medicine. I am a different woman 
from the one who came into your 
office a month ago.” 

“Yes,” he replied, “I saw as 
soon aS you came into the room 
that what- you needed was not 
medicine nor anything else that 
man could give or do. What you 
needed was God. You have now) 
come in touch with Him. Keep in 
touch with Him and you will be 
well,” 


VII. In the Mouth of Two 
Witnesses 


I have a friend in Chicago, a 
praying physician, who is very 
successful in his work, has been 
throughout a long and useful life. 
One of his patients not long ago 
said to a friend, so that it reached 
me, “I went in to see Dr. Blank 
the other day, and what do you 
think he did? He said to me, ‘I 
wish to read to you a chapter out 
of the Bible, and he actually 
opened the Bible, sat there and 
read to me a long chapter of the 
book. It did me a lot of good, too. 
It was very wonderful how it af- 
fected me. I think it was better 
than any of his medicine.” 


It. is the essence of truth to 
harmonize with all other truth 
and it is the essence of error to 
harmonize with nothing, not even 
with other error. This is' the 
trouble with the human race--- 
ignorant of the truth, neglecting 
or refusing to live in truth, over= 
whelmed in the multitude of con- 
tradictions. They can not even 
agree with themselves. Of course, 
they cannot agree with one an- 
other, and this is the explanation 
of the murders, suicides, the in- 
sanities which make up: so large 
a portion of our daily newspaper 
report. If we could settle back 
on the truthfulness of God, cou!d 
for ourselves aspire also to this 
truthfulness, could read both His 
promises and His_ threatenings 
with unquestioning faith, sure 
that He will do exactly what He. 
has said that He will do, we 
should then,.be in a fair way to 
get on. We should avoid evil; we 
should follow. righteousness. We 
should have great comfort and 
eladness in our lives. We should 
be helpful to other people and day 
by day we should grow in grace 
and in the knowledge of God. 


Let us Once more recall the 
fact that Ggd answers.«prayer be- 
cause He has promised to anSwer 
prayer, and that the heavens and 
the earth will pass, away before 
one of the words “which He has 
spoken wilt fail. 


(From the book, GETTING THINGS 


hope of Christ Jesus. 

These men, uncouth as_ they 
would seem now, unwelcome as 
they would be to any fashionable 
pulpit in our cities, led multitudes 
to the cross of Christ, founded 
churches in all the new communi- 
ties of the West, laid the founda- 
tion upon which our Christian in- 
stitutions have since been built. 
Our modern-day Christian may 
well heed the call of Isaiah to his 
own people: “Look unto the rock 
whence ye are hewn and to the 
hole of the pit whence ye are 
digged” (Isa. 51:1). We who have 
entered into the labors of such 
men are noble, indeed, if we are 
worthy to unloose the latchet of 
their shoes, 


II. The Change from Evan- 
gelism to Institutionalism 


The pioneer preacher would 
hardly recognize the message of 
his modern successor. The modern 
preacher has turned from the con- 
version of the lost to the pro- 
motion of institutions and causes. 

In the last fifty years, the great 
historical American churches and 
their leaders have grown less and 
less interested in the conversion 
of the lost, and more and more 
concerned with the advancement 
of causes. The proposal has been 
to save society in bulk: slum by 
slum, union by union, legislature 
by legislature, organization by 
organization. The young theologs 
have been preparing to redeem the 
world by becoming proficient in 
sociology. 

The emphasis in most of the cul- 
turally acceptable preaching of 
modernity has been impersonal, It 
has stressed social ills rather than 
personal sin. The great themes of 
the modern pulpit have been those 
centering in social and economic 
justice: the saving of democracy, 
the national ills of the _ world, 
pacifism and the crusade for peace. 
If they were not preaching world 
peace, then the clergy were oc- 
cupied with race discrimination, 
international relationships, — the 


promotion of cultural and frater- 
nal movements, the necessity for 
civic improvements, the furthering 


of international justice. Having 
lost faith in the Scriptures, and 
with hearts that were spiritually 
empty, they found in these social 
subjects themes for their sermons. 


Ill. Liberal Theology and the 
Old-Time Religion 
Liberal theology has always 
looked with scorn and disdain upon 
the old-time subjects of repent- 
ance and regeneration. To the 
liberal, these . great scriptural 
teachings are sO much unnecessary 
outworn, theological baggage. The 
doctrine of conversion, so much 
stressed by our fathers, is no 
Jonger even mentioned in most of 
the tashionable pulpits of America. 
Horace Bushnell’s aberration of 
Christian cultivation has been ac- 
cepted without question; that is, 
to become a Christian is a mere 
matter of learning and has nothing 
at all to do with conversion. The 
modern liberal likes his cross on 
top of the steeple, in the center 
of the altar, or on a gold chain 
around his neck, but not in his 
heart and in his preaching as the 
blood atonement for the soul. 
Again, the suspicion under which 
emotion has fallen as a result of 
the new psychology has discredited 
the earnest, burning appeal to the 
soul. The modern sermon sounds 
as if the minister were fearful of 
revealing any profound, emotional 
tides in his own life and faith. The 
evangelistic appeal, with its con- 
viction that men are lost and that 
they must repent and turn io 
Christ, has been carefully elimi- 
nated from many of America’s 
principal pulpits. Any response to 
a message, or a message delivered 
to evoke a response, would betray 
intellectual weakness and emo- 
tional instability. The fountain 
source of evangelism, thereforc, 
has been destroyed in false culture 
and empty pride. Personal religion 
has given way to institutionalized 
religion, inner piety to outward 
conformity. Relationship to a 
social institution has taken the 
place of relationship to God. 


IV. The Tragic Results of This 
Modern Preaching 

The spiritual dearth in most of 

our churches in America is the 

high and tragic price we have 

paid for such. preaching. Emotion 


(Continued on page 6) 


a ig oe ips Ke LOT 
he NC ADA 


Remember to say you saw 
it advertised in 


Baby Billboards 


DON’T MISS THIS! 


Many are glad they wrote for our OFFER, 
You too, if qualified, can make $6,000.00 
to $8,000.00 your first year. Preference 
given those seeking woérk with Christian 
emphasis. Openings also for part time 
employment. 
Write today. 
particulars. 
FREE 


JOHN RUDIN & COMPANY INC. 
1018 S. Wabash, Dept. C28, Chicago 5, Hl. 


State experience and ful) 
“Opportunity Plus” booklet 


ba ee 
a sie 5\' WENA 


AS ° 
WHERE TENS OF THOUSANDS rm ane READERS FIND BIG VALUES IN LaTTue SPACE 


Gets 


eve ¢ 


We are Contract Printers of Christian 

© Magazines © Newspapers 

® Periodicals ® Books 
Write for FREE estimates 


Herald Book & Printing Company 
P. O. Box 153 Newton, Kans, 
Printers of “SWORD” 


es 


FOR YOUR PROTECTION 


Every product and service advertised 
in THE SWORD OF THE LORD is in- 
vestigated. and approved. 


“You May Buy With Confidence 
From Our Advertisers’’ 


GOSPEL WORKERS 


SPECIAL OFFER 


Send picture & $2.55 for 1 col. cut & 6 mats. 
Extra mots, 8—$1, 25—$2.50, 50—$4.00, 
100—-$7.00 postpaid. Check, M.O. or C€.O.D. 


Okla. Mat & Plate Co. 


Stereotyping Since 1930 
20 W. Calif, Okla. City 2, Okla. 


And Kani 
Chairs 


ty >| PRICES TO CHURCHES, 
HOOLS, CLUBS, SOCIETIES 


THE MONROE COMPANY 


149 CHURCH ST. Be@eiRiy Silo\ ty 


A GOLD MINE—Papers on New Evanegel- 
ism, Divine Healing, Russelism, Leaven, 
Soc ial Gospel, Legalism, Victorious Life, 
Holy Spirit, Discernment, Russia, No Hel- 
ism, Christian Science, Univer sal F ather- 
hood, Dispensatione ilism, RSV Translation. 
Any Ten for One Dollar. 


Address—Apostasy Publications 


FROM. GOD, 270 pages, 24 chapters, Sword 


of the Lord Publishers, price F2690-) 


Box 864, Santa Ana, Calif. 


SELL CHRISTMAS CARDS? 


Born again Christian concern like io 
have agents, church groups, organizations 
to sell cards, novelties. Special oficr. 
Write now. See us first. 

COWPERTHWAITE 
GREETING CARDS 
Dept. SL 6 Barrington, N. J. 


Do you have fries 
and loved ones otiending 
modernistic churches? Give them 
tracts designed both to answer the probloin, 
ond lead them to Christ. 


SEND 25¢c FOR A SELECTION OF 25 | 
THE BIG-BROTHER:-FRACT BAND :BOX 888- AKRON, ORT, 


Please Mention 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
When Answering Advertisements 


CHURCH FURNITURE 
PEWS, PULPITS, ALTARS 
Prempt Delivery—Proven Quality | 
Gunder Manufacturing Co. 
Box 435 Humbolt, lewa 


Pi 8 tad 


SELES TECSCISESTERSe 


a sent: b a a a 
Pi 


Po Pe 4 POA 9 at 7 7 * . > 2 ™ - ~~ = _—" (em Se 
, OOO ELA EB AIP ABE ig SATB DE Lace SR SRO MEY Nae iin. yen 0 ane Pte lepetss gerne mM Pike Ww Gacgene pe 6, RRs, Cy BSS 
. . hi 6 ~ a " : . aad - — os s 
$e - - “wr +. Por —" — ——. fo ee Ne - “ 
oat phew 2. eS teh as wz = J ee rey 
. eee ™ Hh Si were 
, " F, os * oy nee aay 6 ea Et > okt = > ae . 
i a : ie ; vs * 


Page Six 


ee aren ere 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


. 


a" a . : ¥ ei k one ~ _—, ne roe gm ey oat “ . oe oem -% 
Se ee be AE, Ripmmient pot eae wrt BAB wily iin eter tonne AS 1 amp i a tee aa crate tard Ta 


Friday, July 16, 1954 


Heartfelt Religion 


(Continued from page 5) 


has been so completely eliminated 
from present-day worship that the 
people are becoming emotionally 
starved. Perhaps this is one reason 
that moving pictures are s0 
popular, In the theater one can 
be as emotional as one pleases, for 
it is dark and tears are not 
noticed. 

We have forgotten that Chris- 
tianity is more than reason and 
intellect; it is fundamentally a 
ereat emotion, a great love for 
the Saviour. “Simon, son of Jonas, 
lovest thou me?” (John 21: 16). 
Jonathan Edwards once said: “The 
heart of true religion is holy af- 
fection.”” He contended that “our 
people do not so much need to 
have their heads stored, as to 
have their hearts touched.” Most 
of our great decisions are made 
emotionally. Our homes are built 
on the basis of great emotion: men 
and women undertake the great 
sacrificial duties of life carried 
forward by a great emotion. 

Not only has the modern pulpit 
been emptied of its heart and 
soul, but it has signally failed to 
change the tragic course of the 
world. While men have been 
preaching pacifism and peace, wars 
have been bloodier than ever. 
While our pulpits have been given 
over to race relations, the tension 
has become greater than ever. 
While the preachers cry out for 
international justice, there is more 
suspicion and intrigue than ever. 
While the liberal scoffs at the 
doctrine of depravity and the reali- 
ty of Hell, the horrors of Hell and 
the holds of sin are more vicious 
than ever. While the pulpits have 
been holding forth on the high 
and mighty and impersonal themes 
of the social and economic order, 
the sinner has continued in his 
sins, the fabric of the social order 
has rotted, and the members of 
society have found no urge to be- 
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come better men and women, 

Meanwhile, a haggard, weary, 
stricken world seeks for the light 
and the way, fearful and anxious, 
staggering and hesitating, while 
the fruits of victory are stolen 
from us. The great crisis of life is 
here, involving our destiny as a 
people—the threat to the very 
existence of our nation and the 
world—and we are not prepared. 
The great need that covers earth 
and fills the air is moral, spiritual 
regeneration, and there is no power 
in us. Like the ery of the king to 
the man of God: ‘‘The children are 
come to the birth, and there is not 
strength to bring forth” (II Kings 
19:3; Isa. 37:3). 


Our humanists, idealists, paci- 
fists, perfectionists think they will 
be able to keep the lasting values 
of Christian civilization apart 
from the life-giving, soul-saving 
Spirit. That hope is vain. Stand- 
ards, visions, wishes, laws, treaties, 
concordats, conferences—all these 
alone will not do. We need spiritual 
power. The deceptive calculations 
of sociologists who foretell the rise 
of an ideational civilization in- 
dependent of the Spirit of Christ 
are but the play of an escapist 
imagination, 


V. The Call of God to Chiist’s 
People Today 


In the bedlam of voices and the 
screaming headlines of the capitals 
of the world, in the crying aloud 
to communize the world, to socia- 
lize the world, to militarize the 
world, to democratize the world, 
I hear also the voice of God: ‘Who 
shall evangelize the world? Whom 
shall I send and who will go for 
us? Who rises to become the mes- 
sengers and evangelists to this 
generation?’ In all humility let me 
say that the hope of God lies in 
those churches and among those 
servants of Christ who are un- 
fettered with the dead weight of 
ceremonialism and who are free 
from the dry rot of liberalism. Ap- 
parently there ‘are no others to 
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lead the way. If we do not re- 
spond, no one responds; if we do 
not go, no one goes. 


But if we arise, if we arise, 
God will answer from the flaming 
skies. 


It does not seem to have -oc- 


curred to the churches of today 
that their duty and call are not 
so much to solve all the problems 
of the world as to point the way 
to Him who alone can help us. No 
people yet, however dire their cir- 
cumstances, has exhausted the 
ability and adequacy of our living 
Lord to save. But that power of 
salvation can be mediated to the 
people only through a flood of new 
spiritual life among the children 
of God, a reawakening within the 
churches themselves. When _ the 
heart is aglow, the hardest prob- 
lems become solvable; love awak- 
ened finds her own gracious chan- 
nels. It is only when the churches 
suffer from cold and chill, formal- 
ism and indifference, that any 
problem which deals with human 
need becomes’ unsolvable. Our 
hope is in a revival of spiritual 
religion, a new breath which will 
pass over the valley of dry bones 
and make them live. 

And with that coming of life, 
we must have preachers who are 
like prophets, whose words are like 
fire and “like a hammer that 
breaketh the rock in pieces” (Jer. 
23:29). We must have preachers 
who, like John the Baptist, de- 
mand of the men of this generation 
not that they say within them- 
selves, “We are of the scientific 
age,” “We are of western civiliza- 
tion,” “We are of the century of 
progress,” “We are of the atomic 
era,” but that they bring forth 
fruits worthy of repentance. We 
must have men of God who care 
to go forth to preach not sociology 
but salvation, not economics but 
evangelism, not culture but con- 
version, not reformation but re- 
generation, not renovation but re- 
vival, not revolution but redemp- 
tion, not progress but pardon, not 
the new social order but the new 
birth, not a new organization but 
a new creation, not resuscitation 
but resurrection— men who are 
ambassadors, not diplomats. 

For this revival of soul-saving 
power the church may not be 
ready, but the world is ready. To 
the churches a_ revival means 
humiliation, a‘bitter knowl- 
edge of unworthiness, an open and 
humiliating confession of sin on 
the part of ministers and people. 
It is not the easy and comfortable 
thing many think it to be, this 
reinstating the. churches in the 
spiritual authority of binding and 
loosing. The power comes to search 
before it heals; it comes to con- 
demn ministers and people for 
their unfaithful witness, for their 
selfish living, for their neglect of 
the cross, and to call them to 
daily renunciation, to an evangel- 
istic passion and to a deep and 
daily consecration. 

A revival says to the people 
nothing of power such as they have 
learned to love, or of ease or of 
success. It accuses them of sin; it 
tells them that they are dead; it 
calls them to awake, to renounce 
the world and to follow Christ. 


Not until our churches are 
bowed down before God in pros- 
tration of need, in conscious de- 
jection of unworthiness, will the 
revival come. Not until our people 
in passionate self-abasement plead 
for that revival which comes 
through renunciation, will the re- 
vival come. Our entreaty to God 
in prayer for a spiritual renewal 
must deepen and spread until the 
sense of need becomes a burden, 
until the ery, ““How long, O God! 
how long!” becomes an agony. This 
is the cry which God cannot deny. 
It is for that cry God intently 
listens. For until the need be- 
comes vehement, the answer is 
not given. Not until ‘“‘the kingdom 
of heaven suffereth violence” 
(Matt. 11:12) does the divine re- 
sponse come. 


VI. The Method of 
Evangelism 

If Bible-believing Christians are 
to be the world’s’ evangelists, 
where shall we begin and how 
shall we proceed? We must begin 
where Jesus began and do as our 
Saviour did. It all starts with an 
awakened sense of the infinite 
worth of the individual. You must 
begin with the man next to you, 
with the congregation where you 
belong, in the neighborhood where 
you live, with the burning con- 


viction that each man is a soul 
for which Christ died. How the 
thodern Christian -has been carried 
away by the totalitarian concep- 
tion of society is simply amazing. 
Society is everything; the indivi- 
dual is nothing. What better tenet 
could one find for a fascist or 
communist creed? But all this is 
contrary to the teaching of Jesus. 
The great thing Jesus did for us 
was to set forth the worth of the 
individual, the priceless gift of 
personality. He worked upon the 
principle that society derives its 
life from the individuals who com- 
pose it. The individual man re- 
mains forever separate. He is in- 
capable of fusion, The basic doc- 
trine of evangelical Christianity is 


the infinite value which God places 


upon each soul. Social and eco- 
nomic justices are great themes, 
but to.make them the Gospel un- 
dermines the personal in religion. 
In his enthusiasm to save—the 
social order, the modern preacher 
overlooks the one lost man; and 
it is for that one lost soul that 
Christ died. 


VII. The Lost Sheep 


The entire ministry of our Lord 
Jesus is an eloquent commentary 
upon the heart of God and the 
worth of a _ single man. With 
Christ it was the cry of the in- 
dividual rather than the weight of 
the crowd that mattered—the one 
lost sheep, the one lost coin, the 
one prodigal boy, the woman by 
the well, the ruler by. night, 
Zacchaeus in the tree, James and 
John by the lake, the robber on 
the cross. 


Not long after going tc the pas- 
torate in Dallas, I was making my 
way to the church one morning 
when I saw a small crowd gathered 
on the sidewalk at the front of 
the building. Pausing to see what 
so attracted their attention, and 
entering into the center of the 
group, I saw a man fallen pros- 
trate on our church steps. He was 
evidently a poor man, with heavy 
shoes, blue overalls and a _ blue 
shirt open at the collar. He lay 
there with his hands outstretched 
toward our church door; and as I 
watched him, he expired. The 
police came and took the lonely 
creature away. But my heart was 
troubled within me. Who was this 
man? What was his name? Was 
he a Christian? Was he saved? 
Why did he come to our doorstep? 
Why did he seek the sanctuary of 
God? Why did God place him there 
just as I passed by? Surely, God 
allowed this thing lest I forget the 
person in the throng, the lonely 
heart in the maze and mesh of 
organization, the individual in the 
crowd. He was the one lost sheep. 


This is the thing we so often do: 
while we are busy saving society 
in bloc, in toto, in mass, fashion- 
ing new measures, planning im- 
mense organizations, avidly fol- 
lowing the progress of internation- 
al conferences and developments, 
our eyes are blinded to the lost 
and dying all around us. Their 
spiritual condition does not move 
us. It is this lack of care that has 
chilled our hearts and rendered 
pulseless our hands of appeal, Our 
spiritual heavens have turned to 
brass: our spiritual earth, to iron. 
Mute testimony to the dearth in 
our hearts are our unspoken testi- 
monies, our unwept tears, our un- 
sought lost, our unopened Bibles, 
our unburdened hearts. We stand 
immobile, stolid, transfixed, like 
an image without heart, soul, or 
compassion, while the tragedy of 
the ages in each lost human life is 
enacted before us. 


The director of a funeral home 
once asked me to come and hold 
a service for a little child. The 
family were strangers in the city. 
At the home, I met the family 
with their few friends; then I 
looked at the little body we were 
to lay away. The child was three 
years old, with beautiful hair in 
golden curls wreathing her face. 
With her wee hands folded, she 
looked for all the world as if she 
were just asleep. I stood by the 


; small open casket to bring my 
words of comfort, but it was too 


much for me. Our own little girl 
at that time was three years old, 
and the thought of the loss of so 
sweet and precious a child broke 
my heart. I could not go on, and 
after a prayer turned the service 
back to the director. 


The young father and mother 


came forward to see the sweet 
little face for the last time. The | mu 
mother fell on her knees, wring-’ 


ing her hands and crying piteously, 


“Oh, mother’s little darling. How. 
can mother live without you? Oh, 
my precious little girl.” But the 
young father stood there, with his 
arms.folded, like an image. I could 
see no trace of care or of emotion 
on his face at all. I could hardly 
keep from crying aloud, “Say, fel- 
low, why don’t you cry? Is it 
nothing to you? Don’t you care? 
At least you could bow down, place 
your arm around your sorrowing 
wife, and say a word of comfort.” 


That picture of the father stand- 
ing with folded arms above his 
bereaved wife and his lost baby, 
without tears, without care or 
compassion, is a picture of the 
Christian churches. With the lost 
all about us, we see them perish 
without care, without compassion, 
without tears. 


Set us afire, Lord, 

Stir us we pray. 

While the world perishes 
We go our way; 
Purposeless, passionless, 
Day after day. 

Set us afire, Lord, 

Stir us, we pray. 


For two long, weary weeks I 
held a meeting in a church that 
had no burden for the lost. Morn- 
ing and night I preached but to no 
avail. No one was interested, no 
one was saved, no one was seeking 
the lost, nd one was seeking the 
Lord. Upon Friday of the last 
week, at the morning service, in 
despair I asked the members 
present one by one if they were 
burdened for anyone lost, if they 
were praying for and expecting 
any definite one to be saved. No, 
not one. I went through the whole 
congregation present. Not one was 
burdened. Finally, a little mothér 
rose to speak. “I am a widow,” she 
said, “and I have two boys. They 
will soon be grown, and my boys 
are lost.” She began to weep and 
could not speak further. Finally 
she said one sentence more: “Oh, 
won't someone help me win my 
boys to the Saviour?” 

That noon, as usual, we were 
entertained in one of the homes, 
After a sumptuous meal, we all 
took our chairs out under the trees 
in the front yard to spend the 
afternoon in pleasantries. As the 
hours wore on my heart grew 
heavier and heavier. Eventually, I 
said to the pastor, “Sir, did you 
hear what the little mother said 
this morning? Her two boys are 
lost. She needs someone to win 
her boys to Jesus.”’ When I learned 
there was no disposition on the 
part of the pastor to respond, I 
finally said, “If you do not mind, 
would you excuse me from this 
company and take me to that 
home?” The pastor acquiesced, 
took me in his car to the lane that 
led to the humble home of the 
poor widow, let me out of the car, 
and I walked up to the house. 


When I knocked at the door, she 
soon answered. I said, “I heard you 
this morning. Your two boys—they 
are lost. And you need someone 
to help you lead them to Christ. I. 
have come to help. Where are the 
boys?” 

“One of them is doing the milk- 
ing; the other has not come in 
from the field.” 

“You pray here for me, little 
mother,” I said, ‘‘and I will do my 
best to lead the boys to the 
Saviour.” 

So while she prayed, I went 
first to the barn where the 
younger lad was milking the cows. 
I read to him out of the Sacred 
Book, made a plea in behalf of our 
Lord, prayed and extended my 
hand. “If you will accept Him as 
your own personal Saviour, in the 
forgiveness of sin, in repentance 
and faith, will you clasp my 
hand?” He clasped my hand warm- 
ly, deeply moved. The older boy 
soon came in from the field. As 
with the younger, I made my plea 
from the Holy Scriptures in be- 
half of Christ, prayed, and made 
an invitation. And he, too, warmly 
clasped my hand in token of his ac- 
ceptance of our Saviour. That 
night they made their confession of 
faith, the only two converted dur- 
ing the meeting. 

I believe in seeking the lost. I 
believe in winning the lost. I be- 
lieve in visiting the lost. I believe 
it is God’s great call to His peo- 
ple in every land, everywhere. I 
believe it is God’s great charge 
to every teacher, and professor, 
and preacher and Christian. 
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Page Seven 


God’s Good News 


(Cortinued from page 1) 


50 before I go any farther, I want 
to establish three facts in your 
mind and _ heart. 


1. Three Great Facts of the 
Christian Religion 


Fact number one: Even though 
in Japan there are over 8 million 
gods worshipped by the Shinto 
religion as well as a number of 
others worshipped by Buddhists 
and others worshipped by the 722 
different religious sects, I declare 
unto you that there is only one 
true and living God. He said, ‘I 
am the Lord your God and you 
shall have no- other gods before 
me.’ . 

But don’t think Japan is so bad 
having 8 million gods. India has 
333 million different gods. Wher- 
ever you go, the gods are all dif- 
ferent. This is very funny. Sup- 
pose I was a Japanese and I went 
to Africa. Suppose I got in a very 
perplexing situation and I had to 
pray. Well, if I should go to an 
African temple and bow down to 
- an African god and speak in Japa- 
nese, that .god would be very 
puzzled. He could not understand 
Japanese;. therefore, he couldn't 
answer my _ prayers. 


~ Now, suppose an African came 
over to Japan and he also wanted 
to pray. Suppose he went to a 
Buddhist temple or Shinto Shrines 
and started praying in African. 
That temple god would be very 
perplexed. He couldn’t understand 
African and that prayer would go 
unanswered. The funny thing is, 
‘ if you go.to Korea, the Korean 
- gods all have Korean faces. If you 
go to Mexico, the Mexican gods all 
have Mexican faces. Any fool 
would think there was something 
wrong. How could there be so 
many different gods? The Bible 
says, ‘There is no other God besides 
me.’ 

The Bible says on the first page, 
the first sentence, “In the be- 
ginning God created the heaven 
and the earth.” You see what this 
does to the false myth of the 
theory of evolution as taught in 
all your high schools as fact. 

I was very interested to know 
that there is a Japanese god of 
robbers. I could make a very big 
business out of that. This robber 
god, I understand is named 


Goemon Ishikawa, and every night’ 


before these robbers and thieves 
go to bed they bow down to their 
little god to give them safety and 
success in their exploits. You know, 
I could make thousands of these 
gods and send these to America 
and these could be sold to all the 
crimina)s. They would have a god 
all to themselves. Now, wouldn’t 
that be smart? Well, any fool can 
see how stupid that is. But you 
say, “I don’t believe in God.” 


Well, I’m ‘sorry. You have 
some pretty poor company because 
the Bible says, “The fool hath said 
in his heart, There is no God.” 
So, first of all there is only one 
true and living God. 


Fact number two: That true 
and living God has revealed to us 
His innermost thoughts and mind 
and will through one true and 
living Book—the Holy Bible. The 
Bible says, “Till heaven and earth 
pass, one jot or one tittle shall 
in no. wise pass from the law, till 
all be fulfilled.” In this Bible I 
hold in my hand right now is writ- 
ten God’s eternal peace treaty. 
This is God’s Word. He could have 
made a phonograph record or he 
could have made a tape recorded 
message, but God knew that the 
best way to preserve His message 
would be to have it written in 
a Book. Here it is. And you can 
buy it tonight for 17c. 


Fact number three: ‘There is 
only one true, living and loving 
Saviour and that is the Lord Jesus 
Christ, .God’s Son. He has said, 
“I am the door: by me if any man 
enter in, he shall be saved.” 


2. All Other So-Called 
Saviours Fail Those 
Who Trust Them 


Now tonight, all over the world, 
there are thousands of false 
saviours, But the important thing 
is, they are dead. Tonight their 
bones are rotting in the ground, 
dead. They have no power to save, 
but Christ tonight is not dead— 
He is alive, and He is looking 
down right past that pretty 
kimono and right through that 
suit to your heart. He is in Heaven 


and He is living, Yes, there is one 
true God revealed in one true 
Bible and made plain to us in His 
one true Son, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. God wants to make peace 
with you. He wants you to stop 
your personal war against Him. 
He said, “Come unto me, all ye 
that labour and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest.” 

You know, during this last elec- 
tion in Japan, the communists and 
socialists and all the other “isms” 
and “ists” have been very loud 
in yelling about peace, “Peace, 
peace, join our party, we'll give you 
peace. We’re the only party that 
has true peace, join us.” But, my 
friends, that peace and God’s 
peace are completely different. The 
peace that the Russian commun- 
ists are shouting about and God’s 
peace are different as well as the 
peace that the Americans are talk- 
ing about. God’s peace is eternal. 
It’s not between countries. It’s 
between your heart and the heart 
of God. “Peace I leave with you, 
my peace I give unto you... Let 
not your heart be troubled.” 


I just read in the Nippon Times 
paper where two years ago 18,- 
000 Japanese committed suicide. 
Last year 22,000 committed sui- 
cide. And over 110,000 tried to 
commit suicide but failed. Now 
this compared to other countries 
is almost twice the number. Why? 
Why are so many trying to take 
their own lives? 


The Bible says, ‘“Thou shalt not 
kill.” That means you shouldn’t 
take your own life nor somebody 
else’s life, because it is a vicious 
sin. Why would any intelligent per- 
son try to commit suicide? Why? 
There is no peace. People are try- 
ing to escape their problems and 
perplexities and troubles, but sui- 
cide doesn’t do any good, it just 
makes them a thousand times 
worse. 

My beloved friends, Buddha was 
wrong whenrhe said, “After death, 
you are just absorbed into the 
great unseen cosmos.” The Bible 
says, “It is appointed unto men 
once.to die, but after this the judg- 
ment.” What does that say—? 
‘After death comes the judgment 
of sin.’ 

You know, Japanese have a say- 
ing that there are “four fearful 
things” which are lightning, thun- 
der, fire and father. I’m sure they 
are to anybody else, but I want 
you to realize that there is.a much 
more fearful thing. What is that? 
“Tt is a fearful thing to fall into 
the hands of the living God.” The 
most fearful thing in the world is 
the judgment of sin. “The soul 
that sinneth, it shall die.” “The 
wages of sin is death.” Judgment 
is certain and there is no escaping 
it. What does the Bible say? In 
Isaiah 57:20, 21 we see God’s X- 
ray of a sinner’s heart. “But the 
wicked are like the troubled sea, 
when it cannot rest, whose waters 
cast up mire and dirt. There is 
no peace, saith my God, to the 
wicked.” 


3. Why I Came to Japan 
to Preach to You 

You say, “Well, who are you? 
What are you doing up there 
preaching to us? What did you 
come to Japan for?’ My friends, 
I didn’t come here for glory. There 
is no glory riding up and down in 
this caravan every day over dusty, 
bumpy roads, What did I come 
here for? The money? I have not 
taken one penny from any of you 
in the hundreds of meetings we've 
held. Why have I come here? To 
show off how good I can speak 
your language? You all know that 
I can speak Japanese about as 
good as a second-grader. Why have 
I come here? I have come here to 
share with you God’s Good News, 
You don’t read it in the newspaper. 
You don’t hear it over the radio. 
You don’t see it over television, 
but God’s Good News has been 
sent to you through me as an am- 
bassador. I don’t represent Ameri- 
ca. I have no connection whatso- 
ever with the American Govern- 
ment or the soldiers. I am an 
ambassador from Almighty God 
with this portfolio in my hand, 
‘We pray you in Christ’s stead, 
be ye reconciled to God.” I stand 
in Christ’s place. Christ couldn’t 
come here. He is in Heaven pre- 
paring a place for us, so He sent 
me to tell this good news. 

Seven years ago, even though 
I went to church, I claimed I was 


an atheist. I didn’t believe in God 
and I would ridicule my mother. 
She would say, “Oh, when will you 
believe in God and trust Christ as 
Saviour,” 

I said, “Where is God?” 

She said, “Up in Heaven.” 

I said, “‘Where’s Heaven?” 

She pointed up. I said, “Past the 
second floor?” 

Then I ridiculed her. One day 
I went to the window and said, 
“Okey, Mom, let me call on God, 
see if He comes out.” I went out. 
I yelled out, “God, just one mo- 
ment please. Can I see your face? 
Just stick your head out once. I 
want to see you. There He is! Oh, 
no, that’s the moon. I’m serious. 
Let me see your face just once. 
Then I'll believe. Mom, I don’t 
see God. I don’t see Him, I don’t 
believe,” 

I was a proud young atheist, 
claiming that if I couldn’t see God, 
I couldn’t believe Him. I thought 
that if I were a true scientist, 
then I would not believe what I 
could not see. 

One day I was walking down the 
street in a busy downtown city 
and I saw a man standing on the 
corner preaching, just like I am 
doing now. There was a great 
crowd so I stood in the back and 
thought I would ridicule this fool 
up there preaching about God. 
When I pulled up in the back, the 
first word I heard was, “My 
friends, I want to read. to you 
Almighty God’s Word as spoken 
in Psalms 14:1-3, ‘The fool hath 
said in his heart, There is no 
God.’ ” 

Now, that’s translated very 
polite in Japanese meaning some- 
thing like-—“‘The unwise man say- 
ing in his heart, there is a pos- 
sibility that there is no God,” but 
I want you to know that the 
original language of that word is 
very rude and direct. The fool, the 
idiot, the imbecile, the crazy man, 
hath said in his heart, there is no 
God, 

What else does God say in those 
verses? He says, “They are cor- 
rupt, they have done abommable 
works, there is none that doeth 
good. The Lord looked down from 
heaven upon the children of men, 
to see if there were any that did 
understand, and seek God. They 
are all gone aside, they are al- 
together become filthy: there is 
none that doeth good, no, not one.” 


As I heard that word, I said, 
“That man called me a fool.” And 
that’s just what I was. You know, 
at that time, calling myself an 
atheist, I was also very interested 
in communism. I know many of 
you are. We called ourselves young 
progressives and said, “Down with 
God and this old-fashioned reli- 
gion.” We said, “‘Let’s do it by our 
selves. We've got muscles, we've 
got strong shoulders. Let’s make 
a new world,” 

But my friends, after I heard 
the true Gospel message at a 
great big outdoor meeting some- 
thing like this, I, too, made my 
way down to the front. I repented 
of mysins. I believed in Christ as 
my own personal Saviour and I 
prayed that sinner’s prayer, ‘‘God, 
be merciful to me, a young un- 
saved bum and save me for Jesus’ 
sake.” Then I found the truth, 
“Therefore if any man be in 
Christ, he is a.new creature: old 
things are passed away; behold, 
all things are become new.” Then 
I found out that I was a fool 
and the communists were fools 
and the atheists were fools and 
the only wise man was the person 
who would repent of his sins and 
trust in Christ. 


Why have I come here? Because 
this message was such a tonic to 
my spiritual soul. I had a lot of 
‘medicine’ left in my ‘bottle,’ so 
I thought I would come over here 
and share it and give you some 
of this medicine. It’s free. This 
medicine is found wrapped up in 
this Bible. That is, “There is a 
way out. There is forgiveness for 
your sins!’ 


4. Thank God, a Born-Again 
Christian Can Know He Is 
Saved, That His Sins Are 
Forgiven 

Let. me ask you a question. I 
have in my hand a water gun. 
There, I’ll just squirt it at some 
of you kids. Don’t be afraid; it’s 
just water. If I should really 


shoot you right now, you'd fall 
down there and an ambulance 
would come running up with police. 
The doctor would feel your pulse 
and everyone would stand around 


gasping and whispering, “How is 


he?” What if that doctor would 
say, “In five minutes, you'll be 
dead’? 

No false religion can give cer- 
tainty of salvation to anybody, My 
dear friends, what if you should die 
in five minutes? Right now it is 
8:30; if at 8:35 you should breathe 
your last breath, I ask you, how 
would it be for your soul? If you 
should die in five minutes, would 
you know for sure where your 
soul was going to spend eternity? 
Now, there is no Roman Catholic 
in this world who can say for sure 
he was going to Heaven if he 
should die in five minutes, not 
even the pope! There is no Bud- 
dhist who could say that. There 
is no Shintoist—no Confucianist. 
Is there someone here who could 
say, “If I should die in five 
minutes, I know where I'm go- 
ing’? If you do, raise your hand, 
I want to see you. If you can say 
that, I will throw my Bible and 
Christianity away and I will join 
your religion today. Can you? I 
see no hands. No, these false re- 
ligions do not give assurance of 
salvation. 

My dear grandmother, my dear 
grandfather, you’re going to go 
out a lot quicker than your chil- 
dren. You had better read that 
tract that was given to you in- 
stead of giving it to your little 
child to use for wallpaper. Where 
would you spend eternity if you 
should die tonight? Now, if you 
cannot answer that .question, you 
had better stay here and look at 
these pictures and listen to this 
message on Christ because it is 
on salvation. 


Now, before I bring you these 
pictures on the life of Christ, I 
want to ask you another question. 
Is there anybody here who is not 
a sinner, who has never commit- 
ted a sin in his life? I want you 
to raise your hand right now. I 
want to see you. Anybody here? 
I don’t see anybody. I want to see 
what an angel looks like. You 
know, that ’s funny. This is pro- 
bably my 900th meeting held in 
Japan. Every night we say, “If 
there is anyone here who has never 
committed a sin, raise your hand.” 
In all that time there was only 
one man who raised his hand. 
That was down in Matsuyama, 
Shikoku. When I saw that hand 
go up, I stood up on my tiptoes 
for I wanted to see who that 
angel was. You know, he was way 
back in the crowd yelling and 
waving his hand, “Yes, I have 
never committed a shin in my life. 
I’m not a shinner.” I looked back 
8 everyone was laughing. There 

e was staggering up and down 
the street with a great big beer 
bottle in his hand, dead drunk. 
The only man in Japan who raised 
his hand and said he was not a 
sinner was a drunkard! My 
friends, if you’re an angel and not 
a sinner, please go home right 
now. You don’t need this message. 


5. Jesus Christ Died to Save 
Sinners 
We see in these pictures how 


He opened blind eyes, unstopped 
deaf ears, healed lepers, raised 
Lazarus from the grave, wel- 
comed children to come and sit 
on His lap and blessed them. He 
spent His life doing good. He was 
the virgin-born Son of the living 
God, 100 per cent divine and 100 
per cent human. He was the light 
of the world. A funny thing about 
light is that it exposes the dark- 
ness. Bad men like to operate in 
the dark because they don’t want 
their deeds made manifest. Jesus 
Christ, as the light of the world, 
exposed the darkness of sin in 
men’s lives, 

Well, these men said, “Look, if 
we can just put the light out, then 
they won’t see our sin.” So they 
planned to put the light out, to 
kill Jesus. These were the re- 
ligious priests of the temples and 
the shrines, not the common men. 
The common men loved Jesus and 
heard Him gladly. It was these re- 
ligious priests who were jealous 
because JesuS was getting all the 


Christ went about healing people. 


Note to the Editor: This ser- 
mon is used a great deal in our 


evangelistic campaigns, . 


pecially when we only hayé: one. 
night to reach a crowd for . 2a 


Christ, Its simplicity may seem 
juvenile to English readers but 
this is profound truth to the 
average Japanese. Since this 
sermon is a translation from 
Japanese into English, many of 
the thoughts may appear awk- 
ward or new. However, I am 
certain that this unusual pre- 
sentation of the simple Gospel 
truths to the Japanese mind 
will also make its way into 
your heart. Joseph Kenny. 


crowds and everyone was believing 
in Christ, That same thing will 
happen in Japan as it happened 
years before. Jesus Christ was 
brought before the high priest. 
They took Him to the Roman 
governor and before Pilate. After 
thorough questioning and finding 
no wrong, Pilate said, “I find no 
fault in this man. He has not com- 
mitted any sin and I cannot kill 
him.” But the priests yelled louder 
and louder, “Kill Him! Kill Him! 
Crucify Him!” Pilate said, ”No, 
I cannot, I cannot take the re- 
sponsibility.” 

He brought some water to wash 
his hands, symbolically, cleansing 
him from the responsibility and 
said, “If you want to kill Him, 
take Him, but His blood is on your 
people!” “Let His blood be upon 
us and our children,” the frenzied 
mob cried. 


Now we have a picture of Jesus 
Christ dying on the cross, signing 
God’s eternal peace treaty with 
His own precious blood. 

I want you to get this because 
it is the most important teaching 
of Christianity. This is the key 
to unlock the door. If you don’t 
understand the meaning of the 
cross, you. can study Christianity 
and read books for years but you'll 
never be saved. But if you under- 
stand what is wrapped up in this 
picture of Christ and the two 
thieves, that is all you need to be 
saved. On the right hand, we have 
this man who was dying for the 
crimes and sins he committed. 
On the other hand was the same 
kind of a sinner. Here in the 
middle is Jesus Christ, who never 
committed a sin in His life, dying 
for your sins and my sins. 


6. Two Dying Thieves—One 
Lost and One Saved 


Now, I asked you a while ago, 
“If you should die in five minutes, 
where would your souls go?” I 
don’t know your heart since I’m 
not a prophet, but I know what 
happened to two other men during 
their last five minutes. 


On the left we have this robber, 
this criminal. In his last five 
minutes what did he do? After 
spitting and blaspheming, he cried 
out, “Jesus, if you’re supposed to 
be the great Son of God; get off 
the cross and save yourself and 
save us! If you can’t save your- 
self, how can you save us?’”’ The 
worldly crowd cheered and ap- 
plauded. 


That man died and his soul 
went to a burning and blazing Hell 


(Continued on page 8) 
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for eternity. You ask, “Why?” He 
did not go to Hell because he was 
adulterer, _ thief, 
drunkard or a gambler. The only 
reason he went to Hell was be- 
cause he rejected this Christ, spit 
at Christ, turned his back on his 
only salvation, refused to sign the 
peace treaty and went to Hell be- 
cause he rejected Christ. His un- 
pardonable sin was—wnbelief. 

Now the man on the other side, 
just as terrible a sinner, yelled to 
the other thief, “Shut up, be quiet, 
can’t you see that we're paying 
the just price for our own sins? 
But this man, He is God’s Christ. 
He is dying for our sins and for the 
sins of the whole world. Shut up, 
be quiet.” 

The second thief turned in a 
very humble way to Christ with 
a bowed head and said, “Jesus, I 
know I'm not worthy, but... when 
you go to Heaven, please remem- 
ber me. Please save me.” 

Christ turned to him with 
Joving eyes and said, “This day 


.you will be with me in Heaven.” 


That man died in five minutes 
‘but his soul went to eternal 
Heaven. Why? He was exactly as 
bad a sinner as the other man who 
went to Hell. Does Christ show 
favoritism? No. Then why did this 
sinner go to Heaven? It’s just the 
fact that this man, in his last five 
minutes, repented of his sins and 
believed in Christ. He never went 
to a church in his life. He never 
sang a hymn, never read a word 
of the Bible, never was baptized, 
never gave a penny to the church. 
He never did a good deed but he 

vent to Heaven. Why? Because 
he did the opposite of the other 
man. He believed. The other man 
disbelieved. 


7. Every Sinner Must Choose 
Heaven or Hell 


Now look at this crucifixion 
picture very closely. This is a 
photograph of you. That’s right. 
You are in this picture. But you 
say, “I don’t see my face.” Some- 
where you are in this picture. 
There are only two kinds of peo- 
ple in this world—sinners and 
sinners saved by grace. You are 
either a sinner going to Hell, or 
you are a saved sinner bound to 
Heaven. You can’t be neutral, you 
cannot balance on a fence. You 
must be either one or the other. 
Which one are you? 

Many Japanese ask me, “What 
does the cross mean? Why do you 
put crosses on top of your church- 
es? Why do you wear crosses on 
your lapel?”” What does the cross 
mean?” There are many very deep 
meanings. One meaning of the 
cross is this—the cross is a road 
block, a stop sign, standing right 
in the middle of the road to Hell. 
On that sign are written these 
words, as we see Christ Jesus Him- 
self standing on the cross waving 
and pushing you back from that 
¥road to Hell, crying, “Stop! Turn 
around! Repent! About face! Be- 
lieve in me! Go to Heaven! Stop!” 
The only way for you to go to Hell 
is to climb to Hell. You must 
climb over our prayers. You must 
must climb over this sermon. You 
must climb over the Word of God. 
You must climb over the cross of 
Christ. You must climb over the 
blood of Christ and then topple 
into Hell. But don’t forget, Christ 
has put this road block and you 
must go around it or over it to go 
to Hell. 


_ §. A Living, Resurrected 
_ Saviour, the Only One 
Who Can Save 


You have come now to the 
“crossroads of fate,” a word which 
you like to use so much. You are 
now standing at the crossroads. 
A road goes to Heaven: a road 
goes to Hell. You cannot be neu- 
tral, you cannot go back. Even if 
you are quiet, you have decided in 
your heart to reject Christ. 


One Japanese university student 
in Kyushu came to me and said, 
“That was a very good sermon. 
Thank you. I don’t need Christ.” 
IT said, “Why?” He said, “Well, 
Christ is dead. You just said so. 
He died on the cross. What good 
is a dead Saviour?” I gave that 
young man the Bible and said, 
“Read I Corinthians 15:1-3.” And 
he read, “This is the Gospel which 
I preach ,unto you, that Christ 
Jesus died and was buried and on 


~~ the third day rose again.” He said, 


“Rose again—what does. that 
mean?” I said, “The resurrection 
as we see in this picture. Christ 
rose from the dead.” He said, 
“That’s a myth; that’s a fairy tale. 
I’m a scientist. I’m studying to be 
a doctor and we always use the 
scientific method. I cannot believe 
in this fairy tale. I will believe 
only in facts.” I said, “One of the 
greatest facts that has ever been 
authenticated in the history of the 
world is the fact that Christ Jesus 
was crucified, buried and rose 
again, seen by disciples, by women, 
by five hundred people, and by 
other people for forty days. Jesus 
Christ is not dead; He’s alive. 


He lives, He lives, Christ Jesus 
lives today! 

He walks with me and talks with 
me along life’s narrow way. 
He lives, He lives, salvation to 

impart! 
You ask me how I know He lives? 
He lives within my heart. 


Here is the biggest difference 
between Christianity and _ all 
other false religions. As I said be- 
fore, all the other saviours are 
dead. Dead bones.can only rot in 
the ground, but Jesus Christ is 
different. You don’t believe me? 
Listen to what they said. A long 
time ago a Chinese came to Con- 
fucious and said, “Teacher, my 
heart is heavy. My father died 
last night. I want to ask you a 
question.” 


Confucious said, “What is it, my 
child?” 

“Where 
now ?” 

Confucious said, “I cannot ex- 
plain to you this life; how do you 
expect me to explain to you about 
the next one?” 

Yet multiplied millions of people 
in China, Korea, Formosa and 
Japan are tonight bowing down to 
that “god who cannot explain even 
about the next life.” 

Once I opened up a true history 
book and here’s what it said, “A 
long time ago lived a young prince 
named Gautama Buddha (or as 
you Japanese call him, Oshaka 
sama. He was bothered about the 
problems of life, so he left his 
family, friends, wife and children 
—Wwhich is an unforgiveable sin 
in their eyes—went out into the 
desert to search for the true God. 
Just hefore he died, his few disci- 
ples gathered around him and said, 
‘O teacher, before you go into the 
great beyond, please write down 
carefully where you are going and 
what it is like, so we can follow 
you.’ The ‘great enlightened one’ 
replied to his disciples, ‘I am now 
studying about the hereafter. As 
yet I don’t know anything about it 
at all.’” In this condition he died, 
not knowing the true way of sal- 
vation. And yet millions upon mil- 
lions of you dear people are trust- 
ing your eternal soul’s welfare to 
him. 

Now, if I was going from here 
to Tokyo on the train, I know that 
that train will get to Tokyo be- 
cause the engineer knows the way. 
If I was going on a plane, I would 
have confidence in the experienced 
pilot and in the trustworthy air- 
plane to get me there. Yet you 
gentle people, with not half that 
much assurance, are trusting your 
eternal soul to go to Heaven via 
a pilot who never went there. 


Two thousand years ago Jesus 
Christ’s own apostles asked Him 
the same question, ‘Where is 
Heaven? How do we get there? 
Tell us about it.” The most doubt- 
ful disciple, Thomas, cried out to 
Jesus (in John 14), “Jesus, we 
don’t Know where You are going 
and how can we know the way?” 
Christ said, “I am the way, the 
truth and the life. No man comes 
unto the Father but by me.” An- 
other disciple said, “Well, Lord, 
we will believe if we can see God 
... Show us the Father. That’s all 
we want.” Jesus said, “He that 
hath seen me hath seen the 
Father.” He also said, “I am the 
resurrection and the life. He that 
believeth in me, though he were 
dead, yet shall he live. He that 
liveth and believeth on me shall 
never die.” 3 

God’s Son, Jesus Christ, died 
that He might give to you two 
free presents—eternal life and for- 
giveness of sins, Because Christ 
thas risen from the dead, Satan is 


is my father’s soul 


defeated, and also death's power 


can have no more power over us 
who believe in Christ. 


9. Four Great Things to 
Remember : 


Now, here are four things that 
God wants you to remember. 

1. We are sinners in God's eyes, 
“for all have sinned and come 
short of the glory of God’ (Rom. 
Bids). 

2. We in our own selves cannot 
save ourselves. Whatever good 
works we do, these all fall short 
or miss the mark of God’s glory. 
I got a letter from a young busi- 
ness man who Said, “I hate to ac- 
cept Christianity because it’s so 
free. I’d be glad to dig a ditch a 
mile long through concrete if Il 
could earn this salvation.” I had to 
tell him, “You could dig a ditch 
around the world and you still 
would not earn your Salvation for 
‘It is by grace ye are _ saved, 
through faith, and that not of your- 
selves: it is a free gift of God; not 
of works lest any man _ should 
boast’ (Eph, 2:8,9). 

3. There, is only one true 
Saviour and if you want to go to 
Heaven there is only one way to 
go and that is through the door, 
that is, Christ. “There is none 
other name under heaven given 
among men whereby we must be 
saved (Acts 4:12). 

4. What do I have to do to be 
saved? Just two simple things— 
first, repent, turn about face and 
separate from your sins and your 
idolatry; second, accept Christ, re- 
ceive and believe in Him as your 
own personal substitute to save 
you from sin. 


10. Two Blessed Gifts God 
Gives Immediately to Peni- 
tent Believers—Forgive- 
ness and Peace 


Now, if you will do these two 
things tonight, even if this is the 
first time you’ve heard the Gospel, 
God Almighty tonight, on the 
authority of His written Word, 
which cannot lie, promises to give 
you two free gifts, or presents: 


1. Every single sin that you ever 
committed in your entire life—I 
don’t care what you have done 
or how deep you have gone—will 
be forgiven, washed away, blotted 
out and erased. “For the blood of 
Jesus Christ, God’s Son, cleanseth 
us from all sin” (I John 1:9). 

2. The second present that God 
will give you tonight is the _as- 
surance, the confidence that if you 
should die tonight, there is a home 
in Heaven. already prepared for 
you. 

One Japanese grandmother said, 
“You know, we have a Japanese 
custom that says if I receive a 
present from you, after thanking 
you very profusely, I must come 
back with an ‘okaeshimono,’ a re- 
turn gift in gratitude for the gift 
you gave me. What gift must I 
give back to Christ?” The answer 
is—He doesn’t want any gift from 
you.. i¢ wants simply your faith. 
You cannot work to be saved but, 
believe: me, after. you’re saved, 
you will work because you are 
saved. 


11. Sincerity Is Not Enough 

Tonight, as God’s true repre- 
sentative, I must demand that you 
make a decision .to either accept 
or reject God’s peace treaty. You 
cannot be neutral. You must either 
believe and accept God’s peace 
treaty or you must trample it un- 
der foot, spit on it, or walk away 
with it unsigned. You cannot be 
neutral. Once an old grandfather 
said, “Young man, how old are 
you?” . 

I said, “I’m 25, why?” 

He said, “I’m 71, and I’ve lived 
pretty long; now listen to me! 
I’ve heard hundreds of priests and 
missionaries and the conclusion is 
—it doesn’t matter what you be- 
lieve in just as long as you are sin- 
cere in your own heart. Now, you 
shouldn’t be so rude as to say 
that we must make a decision for 
or against Christ. Why, that’s very 
rude. We don’t do that in Japan.” 


I said, “Pardon me, sir; I know 
you’re three times as old as I am 
and I’m just your son but, remem- 
ber, I’m not bringing you my ideas. 
God’s Word says, “There is none 
other name.” 

He said, “Now, wait, look over 
there. You see Mt. Fuji? That’s 
a tremendous mountain. There are 
many different roads which start 
at the bottom but the conclusion 
is that they all go to the exact 
Same spot on the top of Mt. Fuji. 
And so, you look around in this 


was driven into the ground. Death 


are literally thousands of religions 
all over the world and they are all! 
different from our viewpoint:-But. 
when it comes to the top, we all 
go to the same Heaven. Therefore, 
if you’re just serious and sincere, 
that’s all that counts.” 

I said, “Dear grandfather, that’s 
very true concerning Mt. Fuji, but 
Jesus said, “I am the door, by 
me if any man enter in, he shall 
be saved...I am the way, the 
truth and the life, and no man 
[not even General MacArthur, or 
President Eisenhower, or Dictator 
Malenkov, or Emperor Hirohito| 
cometh unto the father except 
through me,” 

This man had said, ‘“You’re 
narrow-minded. We Japanese 
aren’t like that. We have very 
broad minds. As long as you're 
sincere....” 


I said, “Grandfather, let me ask 
you a question. One night there 
was a man who got up from his 
bed very sick. He went to the 
medicine closet. He couldn’t see 
very well because he didn’t want 
to turn the light on to wake the 
other people up. He felt around 
for the familiar medicine bottle 
and took it down in complete faith. 
Trusting that this medicine would 
cure his sickness, he drank the 
medicine. Instead of curing it, it 
made it all the worse. In fact, 
five minutes later he dropped dead. 
What happened? He had complete 
faith; he was sincere, and he was 
trusting implicity in that bottle 
to heal him. Actually in that bottle 
was not medicine, it was rat poi- 
son! Now, I ask you, grandfather, 
is sincerity all that counts?” 


He shrugged his shoulders and 
with: an.“oh...uh i,.er... uh. .” 
said, “I see.” I said, ‘‘Grandfather, 
sincerity is no good. Truth is what 
counts. You can sincerely drink 
the poison falsehoods from all the 
religions but it will not help your 
soul; it will damn your soul to 
Hell. What you have to do is get 
the truth.” 

He said, “Well, what is the 
truth? I have been searching for 
it for many years.” 


I gave him a Bible and told him 
to read John 8:32. He fumbled 
around, put his glasses on, and 
then with all the dignity of a sage 
of the Orient, read God’s Word. 
“And ye shall know the truth; 
and the truth shall make you free.” 
He said, “‘That’s what I want to 
know. What is the truth?” 

I said, “Read verse 36—‘If the 
Son therefore shall make you free, 
ye shall be free indeed.’ ” 

He said, “I want to get un- 
shackled. Who is the Son?” 

I said, “The Lord Jesus Christ.” 


Just then an elderly mother who 
brought many children said, “Well, 
thank you very much, Now we 
must go and we will think very 
seriously about this. After we do 
our best and pray, I’m sure in 
God’s time He will make us see the 
light.” She quoted a Japanese pro- 
verb which means, ‘Tomorrow 
blows tomorrow’s wind so don’t 
worry.” I said, “Grandma, tomor- 
row blows tomorrow’s wind but 
what about your soul if you should 
die tonight?” I quoted her an- 
other Japanese proverb’ which 
says, “Don’t boast of tomorrow 
for you may die in an earthquake 
at midnight.” 


She sobered up and said, “If we 
can come to Jesus just as we are, 
we'll come,” 

I said, ‘““Come every soul by sin 
oppressed, there’s mercy with the 
Lord.” And I sang to the crowd, 


Only trust Him, only trust Him, 
Only trust Him now; 
He will save you, He will save 
you, He will save you now. 


As I saw some proud young 
students walking away, I cried out, 
“Before you go home, remember, 
you are turning your back on 
Christ. Now is the hour of deci- 
sion. No one can go away without 
determining in your heart whether 
you will accept or reject. To be 
silent is to reject Him.” Now—I 
want everybody who wants to re- 
ject Christ, to trample underfoot 
His blood, to stamp over the 
Bible, to climb over my prayers, 
to climb over the sermon, to climb 
over the will of God, to climb over 
the cross, to climb over Jesus 
Christ’s blood which was shed for 
you—I want you now to turn your 
back on me and go home. You— 
who want to receive Christ, want 


Please Mention 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
When Answering Advertisements 


and forgiveness of sins—I want 


to repent of your sins and believe 
in Jesus, want to have eternal life 


you to come forward here and 

kneel and we will further instruct 

you as to the way of salvation, 

This is your hour of decision. 

Down at the cross where my 

Saviour died, 

Down where for cleansing from 
sin I cried, 

There to my heart was the blood 
applied, 


Glory to His name. —_ 
Remember, all these other false “i ) 
religions say that you must oe 

read, study and pray a long time i 

before you become a true believer. Ve 

True Christianity is different. Look os 

at this thief on the cross for the 

last time. If he was compelled to 

study, or be baptized, or join a 

church, or pay money, or: sign a 

card, or do good works, they would 

have both gone to Hell. What the 

Bible is trying to scream out to 

you is that one was saved by 

faith as he trusted Christ and re- 

pented of his sins. t 
It is a fearful thing to fall into € 

the hands of a living God. The gx 

Bible says, “There is a ‘way which h; 

seemeth right unto man, but the pe 

end thereof are the ways of death ol 

{and Hell|.” On the authority of | 

God’s Word, I warn you now to 

flee from the divine wrath to 

come. These last closing minutes cl 

I want you to bow your head, ta 

close your eyes as I sing this mes- Ww 

sage: gl 

Into my heart, into my heart, tk 
Come into my heart, Lord Jesus; st 

Come in today, Come in to stay, cl 
Come into my heart, Lord ol 
Jesus. us 
Do you hear that knocking? It’s tl 

Christ knocking at your heart’s ~ 

door and saying, “Behold, I stand A 

at your heart’s door and knock. If : 


any man |or woman].will hear my 
voice and open your heart’s door ’ 
|remember, the key is on the in- 
side |, I will come in and fellowship 
with him and save him,” 

Now, if you want to be saved, if 
you want to repent of your sins and 
trust in Christ, lift your heart to 
God in prayer and ask him to 
save you. As you lift your heart to 
God in prayer, I want you to raise 
your hand so I can pray for you 
also. 


Sinner, Decide for Christ 
Today! 

You have read this blessed ser- 
mon as Missionary Kenny Joseph 
preached it to thousands in Japan, 
God used it to save many souls, 
Now the editor urges you uncon< 
verted people who read to trust 
Christ today and be saved. You do 
not live in a heathen land. You 
have had far more opportunities 
to hear the Gospel ‘than the 
Japanese have had. Hell will be 
hotter if you neglect your soul and 
reject Jesus Christ. I beg you now, 
this moment, turn your heart from 
your sins, depend upon Jesus 
Christ to save you, give Him your 
heart forever! Do not quibble, do 
not delay, but this moment open 
your heart to Jesus, take Him as 
your Saviour. Then please, will 
you sign the following statement, 
copy it in a letter and mail it to 
me at once? I will notify Brother 
Kenny, who is sick in Japan, and 
will send you a letter of instruc. 
tion and encouragement. But 
please decide, sign, copy and mail 
this decision today! 


tert ot ogaoarTrhoanods tes FZ 


> > io 


Evangelist John R. Rice, Editor 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
Wheaton, Illinois 


Dear Brother Rice: 


I ‘have read Brother Kenny 
Joseph’s sermon as preached to the 
Japanese on “God’s Good News.” 
I realize I am a poor, lost sinner - 
who needs saving. Today I honest-< og 
ly turn my heart away from my : 
sin. I repent sincerely, Just now 
I give my heart to Jesus Christ. I 
depend on Him to forgive me and 
Save me and give me everlasting ne 
life. I will claim Him openly as are 
my Saviour and will set out to live 
for Him daily for the rest of my. 
life. Please write me a personal 
letter of encouragement and help, 
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